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Plattsmouth’ ybu. 


Sine wes ee 


centennial 


“westward they came... . the land was 
theirs . . they loved it and it blessed them.”’ 


this is the story of our origin. . . of our humbie 
beginning... our hopes... our dreams . . . our as- 
pirations and their fulfillments. 


we look back on this first one hundred years 
with pride in our accomplishments, we face the 
atomic age confident in our destiny as we “honor 
the past . . . plan for the future.” 


sk 


published at Plattsmouth, Nebraska 
September 1954 


printed by the Plattsmouth Journal 
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... Plattsmouth as few living have seen it 


/ 


... early picture of Plattsmouth 
taken about 1862, note steamboat at lower end of main street, 
river at that time was next to Burlington depot. 4492456 


es BS 


. .. Plattsmouth about 1870 .. » Plattsmouth about 1871 


with view taken northwest from a place looking east to the river, the building in 
about 100 yards behind Stander Implement left foreground is present Ruse building 
company, the street in the foreground at sixth and main streets across from 
is second street. Hotel Plattsmouth. 


... Plattsmouth 1905, looking 
east, Parmele theatre, now the Cass theatre, 
and Hotel Plattsmouth are in left foreground. 


Plattsmouth as few living have seenit... 1 


Don Born L. A. Amato 


8) 


directors 
king korn klub 
1954 


Harold Lebens 


Charles Allen Ed Ernst Orville Nielsen 


2 ... board of directors, king korn karnival 


N. W. McKee Joe Zastera 
president korn klub vice-president 


to the spirit of those hardy pioneers who with 
their hands and resolute courage —- carved an empire 
in the west. That they builded well! is evinced by 
our fine schools, churches, and respect for law and 
order. 


theirs was a hard life... . but they faltered not 
and their contributions are immeasurable. 


let us dedicate ourselves to continue to build 
upon the foundations they so firmly established and 
with the help of Almighty God work honestly toward 
our goals. 


board of directors, korn klub 


centennial committee 


dedication... 3 


... early businessmen still with us 


Fritz G. Fricke 


Fritz G. Fricke was born in Mound City, Illinois 
in 1881, son of Fritz and Emma Fricke. He came to 
Plattsmouth in 1884, with his parents and on June 
20, 1884 they purchased a drug store from Joseph 
Roberts. Fritz started in the business at the age 
of 12, helping his father after school hours. He at- 
tended high school in Plattsmouth and graduated 
in the class of 1899. He graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska in 1904, and attended the St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy. He has been active in 
the operation of the Fricke Drug Store its incep- 
tion and has operated it by himself since 1937. He 
mae two daughters; Mrs. Leo Allen and Mrs. Milton 

en. 


Henry M. Soennichsen 


Henry M. or H. M. as he is affectionately known 
to residents of Plattsmouth was born December 6, 
1866 in Germany. He came to this country when 15 
years old and started driving a delivery wagon for 
his uncle. In 1899 he went into business for himself, 
when the Lenhoff and Soennichsen grocery was 
opened. In 1897 he became associated with the H. 
H. Weckbeck Company and following Mr. Weck- 
beck’s death he took over the entire business him- 
self and began operating under his own name. In 
1913 dry goods were added, and the famous Soen- 
nichsen’s department store was on its way. H. M. is 
still active in the business and is assisted by his 
son, Waldemar, and his daughter, Mathilde. 


7. A. “Bert” Pollock 


Dec. 1911. 


structed. 


T. H. Pollock 


4 ...early businessmen still with us 


Thomas Herbert “Bert’’ Pollock, son of Thomas and Mary Kerr 
Pollock, was born in Kankakee, Illinois, June 6, 1867. 

He came west with the family in 1870 crossing the Missouri at 
Plattsmouth on the ferry. 

His business career started at the age of eight as a paper boy, upon 
eraduation from high school he worked for a time in a grocery store. 

In 1884, he began working for the First National Bank, and remained 
there until 1894. He became Superintendent of the Plattsmouth Wa- 
ter Co. in 1895, which office he held until 1909. 

He was married Dec. 17, 1890 to Lida Walker Patterson, daughter 
of James and Ellen Patterson. Their first child, Ellen was born Oc- 
tober, 1891, a second, Alice, September, 1902. 

In 1898 he organized and operated the first Independent Telephone 
Exchange in Nebraska, and continued this until 1912 when he sold 
out to Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph. 

He constructed a bridge across the Platte river which was opened 


“T. H.’’ had successively, the Buick Agency, the Henderson, and 
sold Ford cars and tractors from 1918 until 1923 when he sold out. 
In 1923 he took over the Farmers State Bank to try and save it and 
operated it for eight years, then closed the bank and paid every de- 
positor in full out of his own resources. 

He has always been keenly interested in tne welfare and progress 
of the community. 

In 1934, his dream of many years was realized when after concerted 
effort by himself and several others, the Plattsmouth Dock was con- 


Mr. Pollock at 87 is still a busy man. 


... early businessmen still with us 


George L. Farley 


George L. Farley was born June 3, 1865 at Weep- 
ing Water, Nebraska. Graduated from Weeping 
Water Academy in 1891. He was married to May 
Baird on January 19, 1904. He was at one time the 
owner and editor of the Evening News at Platts- 
mouth. He served 24 years in. the Cass County 
Court House as Assessor, County Commissioner, 
and Deputy County Treasurer. Is at present owner 
of Farley Furniture Store at Plattsmouth. Has two 
twin daughters, Helen and Edith. 


1880. 


John Bajeck 


John Bajeck was born April 23, 1872 in Kvaskovic, 
Czechoslovakia. He came to the U. S. with his 
parents in 1881, at the age of nine. Entered public 
school in Plattsmouth, Nebraska in September, 
1881. 

In 1885 he worked during vacation and after 
school for Julius Pepperberg, who operated a cigar 
factory. He was an apprentice for three years, later 
becoming foreman of the twenty-five cigar makers 
who worked for Mr. Pepperberg. 

In 1895 he was married to Miss Elizabeth M. 
Cloidt. He has a daughter, Mrs. Lillian B. Living~- 
ston of this city. 

In 1900 Mr. Bajeck and Emil Ptak opened a 
cigar shop known as “The Acorn Cigar Co.” The 
“Acorn” cigar was their product. During their peak 
years they manufactured from 400,000 to 600,000 
cigars per year and employed ten men and four 
tobacco strippers (boys who stripped the stems 
from the tobacco). 

In 1924 Mr. Bajeck purchased the interest of 
Mr. Ptak and since that time has operated the 
shop alone. 

Civically he has served as councilman for the 
old Second Ward and also was a member of the 
Plattsmouth Fire Department. 


Roy “/aylor 


Roy Taylor was born January 18th, 1876, at Prairie Burg, Iowa. 
He came to Plattsmouth with his parents, David and Lucy Taylor in 


At 17 years of age he worked for William Schmidtmann Sr. in his 
harness shop. 

At 21 years of age, he recalls being a fireman when the firemen 
pulled the fire wagon. 

Married to Gertrude Nora Piper in Quincy, Illinois in 1902, five 
girls and five boys were born to them. i 

He worked in the coach shop of the Burlington in 1902. After ten 
years of this work, he went into busness for himself. Later he was 
joined in the business by his thee sons. 


1944 purchased the Goos Hotel which he now operates as an apart- 


Roy Taylor 


ment house. 


early businessmen still with us... 
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Lee Dimmit Hiatt 


Lee Demmit Hiatt was born February 2, 1878, 
on a farm near Rock Bluff, son of Moses and Mal- 
issa Hiatt. When he was six years old his parents 
moved to Rising City, Nebraska, later to Beaver City 
and in 1887 they moved back to Plattsmouth 
where he has lived except for a few years in Murray 
operating a general store. 

On April 24, 1916, he married Minnie Heinrich. 
He has two daughters, Mrs. Paul Jahrig and Mrs. 
William Steinkamp. 

In his early manhood he was associated with the 
legitimate stage as an actor, and played with many 
stock companies, in the south, midwest and west 


coast. He appeared in plays at the old Parmele: 


Theatre in Plattsmouth, during his career as an 
actor. 

He operated a photographic business for several 
years, following his career as an actor. After sell- 
ing the Olson Photographic Co., as the business 
was known, he operated a basket manufacturing 
company. Later he began the Hiatt Furniture Com- 
pany, which he is actively operating at this time. 


Henry A. Schneider 


Henry A. Schneider was born June 29, 1875 at 
Cedar Creek, Nebraska. He is the son of Jacob and 
Anna Schneider, early pioneer residents of Cass 
County. He was married to Mary Stucker in 1897 
and was a farmer and operated a zeneral store in 
Cedar Creek. 

In 1900 was elected Register of Deeds and moved 
to Plattsmouth and served in that capacity for 3 
years. 

In 1908 he became Postmaster at Plattsmouth 
and retained that office until 1913. The present 
postoffice was built while he was postmaster, 

In 1914 he purchased banking interests in Ore- 
gon, and after two years returned to Plattsmouth 
in 1916 and bought controlling interest in Platts- 
mouth State Bank in 1917. He has been active in 
banking business since that time. Served as presi- 
dent of Nebraska Bankers Association in 1937. 

He was elected Mayor of Plattsmouth in 1916 
and has served several terms on the city council. 

Has one son, Carl J. Schneider who is associated 
with him in the banking business. 


. . - bobsled party in late 80’s 
can you recognize any of these fun loving folks? 


6 ... early businessmen still with us 


... some early Plattsmouth firsts 


FIRST FERRY, a flat boat operated by Libeas T. Coon, 
a Mormon, for the Mormon Immigrants, from 18438 
to 1852 when Samuel Martin and James O'Neill 
bought him out. 

FIRST TRADING POST (Fur trade with Otoe and 
Pawnee Indians) a 2 story log structure on present 
site of old B. & M. Park, by Samuel Martin with 
help of James O’Neill and Col. J. L. Sharp. This post 
came to be called “The Old Barracks.” Samuel Mar- 
tin was succeeded at his death by the partnership 
of Wm. Slaughter and Jacob Vallery, Jr. 

FIRST HOME built by same 3 men. A log cabin up 
slope from “Old Barracks” north west a short way. 
James O'Neill brought his family to this cabin in 
the Spring of ’54. It also served as a Council House 
for the Indians who came to trade their furs at the 
Trading Fost. 

FIRST LAND CHOSEN by a white settler. William H. 
Davis came to Nebraska Territory in 1853 and paid 
the Indians $100.00 to let him choose his farm site 
before Territory was open. He filed claim on this 
land in °54. He became first County Clerk. 

FIRST CLAIM was made by Samuel Martin and James 
O’Neill to land on which the town of Plattsmouth 
was laid out and cut into city lots in fall of °54. 

FIRST SURVEYOR was Oliver N. Tyson. 

FIRST SERMON preached in Cass County was in Oc- 
tober °54 by Rev. Abraham Towner, a. Methodist 
Minister at the Thomas Ashley home near Rock 
Bluff. 

FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL in Plattsmouth was inter- 
denominational and organized by Braud Cole in fall 
of 54. He became the first Sunday School Superin- 
tendent. He helped organize the CLAIM CLUB and 
was the {first secretary of it. He suggested the name 
PLATTSMOUTH. 

FIRST MARRIAGE at Plattsmouth. Nov. 16, 1854 be- 
tween Elza Martin of Fremont Co., Ia. and Sarah 
Morris of Nebraska Territory by Rev. Abraham 
Towner. 

FIRST DEATH AND BURIAL was Samuel Martin, 
founder of the town, Dec., 1854, his grave is some- 
place west of the school grounds on High School 
Hill. 

FIRST POST OFFICE established in 1855 on 6th Street. 


FIRST POSTMASTER, Wheatley Micklewaite who 
carried the mail in his pockets and hat until he 
could deliver it to the recipients, as there was no 
Post Office building at first. 

FIRST BABY born in Plattsmouth was Fred, son of 
Wheatley Micklewaite, March 16, 1855. 

FIRST SINGING SCHOOL in Cass County was held 
in a small log building just west of Plattsmouth 
and taught by Charles West in the winter of 1855. 

FIRST HOTEL was also the first frame house in town 
uv the hill south of Main Street between 4th and 
5th St. It was called the “Farmer’s Hotel.” 

FIRST LAWYER, J. H. Brown came in 1855. A. H. 
Townsend in ’56 “ready to take the other side in 
any case.” 

FIRST PHYSICIANS to settle in Plattsmouth were 
Doctors E. H. and W. E. Donelan in fall of ’58. 

THE FIRST SCHOOL was taught by a “Miss Ward” 
in the winter of 1856-57 in the Court House on Gos- 
pel Hill on 3rd Ave. between 11th and 12th St. A 
large stone marks this site. About the same time 
Miss Mary Stocking opened a school in a log house 
on Oak St. (Cemetery Road) just west of Maiden 
Lane. These schools were small subscription schools 
and had only 6 or 7 pupils each. 

THE FIRST MILL was built by Conrad Heisel in 1856 
for James Cardwell on Everett Branch, a creek out 
Lincoln Avenue. It ground corn only, 2 bushels in 
2 hours if there was water enough to turn the large 
overshot wheel. é 


THE FIRST GRIST AND SAW MILL was built by 
Heisel and Mr. Krauth for George Griffith in 1856 
at 16th and Washington Ave. This mill ground 
wheat and corn. In 1857 it was purchased by Mr. 
Heisel avd Mr. Krauth and moved to 11th and Elm. 
This became the well-known “Heisel’s Mill” though 
rebuilt and enlarged it remained there until taken 
down to make way for Kent’s Station. 


FIRST WHEEL BARROW in town to be used for load- 
ing the river boats was made by Conrad Heisel. He 
also constructed the FIRST WAGON made in Platts- 
mouth. It was made of split logs with thick cross 
sections of a big tree for wheels. With this he broke 

a road for Mr. George W. Fairfield, the purchaser, 
who lived at the corner of 15th and Oak but was 
working on some property south of the R. R. yards 
which at that time was called Egypt. 


FiRST COUNTY OFFICES it is thought were located in 
the upper floor of the “Old Barracks” then moved 
to a frame 2 story house built by David Sampson, a 
stone mason in 1856. A frame Cottonwood building 
on Gospel Hill, the first school, was also called the 
Court House and first session of District Court was 
held there in 56. A new Court House was begun in 
1858 but was destroyed in a wind storm before 
completion. The second one was built in 1864 on the 
Southeast corner of present court house lawn. The 
present fine, large one was built in 1891. 

FIRST BLACKSMITH SHOP in 1856 at the corner of 
14th and Ave. C. south of the Masonic Home by 
Frederick Stull, who in 1857 became the first settler 
on the Platte Bottom north of town. Braud Cole, 
who had moved to the Section now owned by Elbert 
Wiles, set out 2000 fruit trees, thus FIRST LARGE 
ORCHARD in Nebraska, 1857. 

FIRST LIVERY STABLE owned by Elam K. Parmele 
1857. 


FiIRST WAGON MANUFACTURER was Henry How- 
land, 1857, he made light and heavy wagons, canopy 
type carriages and buggies and fine sleds with iron 
runners. The shop was at 6th and Vine, now lst Ave. 

THE FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL was held in a small 
frame house 12’x24’ and taught by Mrs. J. P. Gorelle. 

FIRST STUDEBAKER WAGON to come to Plattsmouth 
was brought by team by Mr. John Knee. His wife 
brought with her the FIRST DANDELION SEED 
from Chicago. 

FIRST NEWSPAPER, the Plattsmouth Jeffersonian, 
published by Jeffries and Ingalls in 1857. 

FIRST BRICK YARD was located just east of where 
the athletic field now is, and operated by Wm. and 
John Reed and Christian Mockenhaupt, Senior, 
probably by 1858. 

FIRST BRICK HOUSE was built by Judge A. L. 
Sprague in 1858. 

FIRST DEMOCRATIC TERRITORIAL CONVENTION 
held at Plattsmouth, June 3, 1858. 

FIRST STONE HOUSE possibly in Nebraska, was na- 
tive limestone, a two story building at lst Ave. and 
7th St. It is now filled in up to second story but has 
served for many years as the office of Richey’s 
Lumber Yard, then Tidballs and now Plattsmouth 
Lumber Co. Built by A. B. Barr, a stone mason, prob- 
ably in 1855 

FIRST LAW AND ORDER was this same Mr, A. B. Barr 
which preceded the first marshal. 

FIRST BANK, 1859 to 1872, a private bank conducted 
by Tootle and Hanna in their store on Main Street 
at 3rd across the street east from where the cream- 
ery now stands. 

FIRST MILITARY COMPANY in Nebraska Territory 
was raised and organized by Dr. Robert Ramsey 
Livingston — Company A First Nebr. Volunteers 
called to service June 11, 1861. 
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FIRST DENOMINATIONAL SERVICES IN PLATTS- 
MOUTH 

. Baptist — 1856 

. Methodist — 1857 

Presbyterian — 1858 

. Christian — 1858 

. Catholic — 1859 

. Episcopal — 1860 

. German Evangelical Lutheran — 1890 


FIRST CHURCH BUILDING erected in Plattsmouth— 
Presbyterian at 6th and Main, now is dining room 
of the Plattsmouth Hotel. 

FIRST BAKERY mentioned in the records was one 
belonging to and started by F. R. Guthmann in 1868. 

FIRST PORK PACKING PLANT, F. R. Guthmann, 
1869, the Slaughter House was the old building 
across the alley south of Soennichsen, just recently 
torn down. 

FIRST CIGAR FACTORY — Julius Pepperberg in 1869. 

FIRST CASS COUNTY IRON WORKS were on Wash- 
ington Ave. at 10th St., a brick building, John Way- 
man, proprietor in 1869. 

FIRST SHOVEL FULL OF DIRT moved for the B. & M. 
right of way in July 1869. 

FIRST LOCOMOTIVE (B. & M.) on Plattsmouth Soil, 
the “American Eagle” in September 1869. 

FIRST B. & M. TRACKS laid on line to Lincoln, June 
1869. 

FIRST TWO CARLOADS OF GRAIN (Wheat) ever to 
be shipped out by rail from southeast Nebraska to 
Chicago were consigned by Captain H. E. Palmer of 
New Jersey Bond & Co. of Plattsmouth on Novem- 
ber 18, 1869. 

FIRST SCHOOL BOARD ELECTED 1869. 

SIX CARLOADS OF CATTLE were shipped to Chicago 
in 1871 as the start of the Cattle Feeding industry 
in this area. 

THE FIRST HIGH SCHOOL occupied the 4th floor 
of the newly constructed Central Building in 1873. 
FIRST SHOE MANUFACTURER was in 1875. Robert 
Sherwood opened a shop of his own and several men 

were employed. - 

THE ONE AND ONLY PLATTSMOUTH EARTHQUAKE 
== 1877. 

COUNTY SEAT question of location settled in 1888. 


A BRASS BAND was organized in 1878, 13 members, 
Prof. A. C. Clark was the leader. Band was later 
known as the B. & M. Band. Succeeding leaders 
were Frank Hewitt, Will Richardson (who moved to 
Kansas City) and Prof. Ed Schuloff who conducted 
the band for many years. 

PLATTSMOUTH LEIDERKRANZ was organized Aug. 
28, 1878 with a membership of 38. A Men’s Sing- 
ing organization, John Lutz, librarian; Prof. Ed 
Schuloff, director. 

CLASS OF ’82, FIRST TO RECEIVE DIPLOMAS. was 
composed of Jessie Wiles, Marshall Wiles and Frank 
Wheeler. 

FIRST FORMAL GRADUATION EXERCISES at PHS 
nee T. H. Pollock only survivor of class of 7 stu- 

ents. 

FIRST HIGH WHEEL BICYCLES in town, T. H. Pol- 
lock, Tom Patterson and Tom Parmele in 1886. 

Ae ake WATER SYSTEM, 1888, completed and 
ested. 

FIRST HIGH SCHOOL BAND organized by L. D. 
(Demmie) Kiatt who solicited funds from merchants 
for the instruments and was the leader, 1888-1889. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT PLANT franchise granted in 1889 
to be built on road to cemetery, became Platts-~- 
mouth Gas & Electric Co. 

FIRST MISSOURI PACIFIC TRAIN through Platts- 
mouth March 28, 1891. 


BASEBALL LEAGUE formed in 1891. 


FIRST INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE CO. in Nebraska 
was organized by T. H. Pollock, Manager, in 1898. 


FIRST AUTOMOBILE owned by Dr. Ed Cummins, in 
1901 or 1902, it was an Oldsmobile, in reality a 
horseless carriage. It was not referred to as the 
car or the automobile. but the “Gig.” 

FIRST AUTO AND WAGON.BRIDGE by T. H. Pollock 
and Ralph A. Duff in 1911. There were 14 autos at 
the opening of the Bridge among them those of Dr. 
Ed Cummins, D. O. Dwyer, T. H. Pollock, John Cra- 
bill, Dick Stewart, H. E. Fredrickson, Bill Pixley of 
Omaha and Ralph Duff of Nebraska City. 

FIRST BUILDING constructed for AUTOMOBILE 
BUSINESS and FIRST FILLING STATION by T. H. 
Pollock at 6th and Ist Ave. in 1918. The present 
Chevrolet garage. 


... first auto and wagon bridge 
across Platte river north of Plattsmouth, was a toll bridge built by T. 
H. Pollock. Toll house at far end of bridge, is now owned by Bill Arm- 
strong and has been moved to present location west of Merritt Beach. 


8 ...some early Plattsmouth firsts 
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Congratulations Plattsmouth 


100 YEARS 


1854-1954 
*t 


Plattsmouth 
State 
Bank 


Celebrating Our 50th Business Year 
“Keeping Pace with a Growing Community” 


MEMBER OF FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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... Plattsmouth State Bank 9 
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We're Not 100 Years Old Yet, But 
We Did “Grow Up With The Town’ 


1888 66 Years Under the Same Management 1954 


From the cracker barrel to today’s packaged goods, from but- 
ton shoes to saddle shoes, from calico to nylon... we've seen 
a lot of things in our sixty-six years and we've enjoyed every 
minute of it! We've served a lot of fine people, and we hope to 
accomplish much in the future. 


Honor the Past ... Plan for the Future 


That’s the theme of our Centennial... it fits into our thinking, too, 
for we’re plannng for the future. We have “grown up” with Platts- 
mouth and we feel the future is bright. Ever since H. M. Soennick- 
sen arrived in Plattsmouth f rom the “old country” and went into 
business for himself, we have had a stake in Plattsmouth’s future. 
We feel obligated to you, our friends and customers, to give you the 
very best merchandise, dollar for dollar, that we can supply. We 
hope to continue to serve you quality merchandise in a friendly 
“home town” atmosphere, and we hope to merit your continuing 
good will. May the next 100 years be even better . . . may we all do 
our level best to insure that they are ... in the meantime happy 
100th birthday to us all! 


"WHERE QUALITY COSTS LESS" 


chacey’ 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


... soennichsen’s Department Store 
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_.. the stage is made 
ready 


The first expedition by white men on Nebraska soil, 
was that of two brothers, Pierre and Paul Mallet. They 
were in command of a small company of exporers who 
made a trip up, the Missouri river in June, 1739. Their 
report to the French authorities at New Orleans shows 
that they reached the mouth of a river which they 
called the “Platte” on June 2, 1739. They followed it 
upstream for 70 miles. 


Lewis and Clarke made an expedition up the Mis- 
souri river in 1803. Their expedition of 28 men made 
the trip in three open boats. Their records show that 
they reached the mouth of the “Great River Platte” 
on July 21, 1804. They also tried to navigate the Platte 
but found it too difficult to do so because of its shal- 
lowness. This expedition found the remains of an old 
trading post which indicated white men had been in 
the region of the mouth of the Platte about 1800. 


Manuel Lisa made an exploration trip to the Platte 
river country as early as 1807 in the interests of the 
American Fur Company. 


In 1819, Long’s Expedition on the “Western Engin- 
eer’. the first steamboat to navigate the upper Mis- 


souri, reached the mouth of the Platte, September 17. 


Fremont’s Expedition in 1842 camped one night on 
the bluff southeast of Plattsmouth, which is still 
known as “Fremont’s Point.” 


Four miles below the mouth of the Platte river, we 


_must cross the Missouri river into Mills county, Iowa, 


to trace the actual beginnings of settlement at Platts- 
mouth. The Mormons, who were moving westward to- 
ward Utah in the late Forties, founded the town of 
Coonville in 1848. The name was changed to Glenwood 


t when it later became the county seat in 1853. Samuel 
| Martin, the first settler and founder of Plattsmouth, 
| was a resident of Glenwood as were many others who 


came to Plattsmouth in the later fifties. 


Samuel Martin filed application with the county 
court at Coonville for a license to operate a ferry on 
the Missouri river from the Iowa side across to the 
town of “Platteville” for a period of ten years. The 
petition was granted. The Mormons crossed the river 
at this same place on a flatboat ferry operated by 
Libeas T. Coon, but there was no settlement made at 
the present site of Plattsmouth until Samuel Martin 
built the “Old Barracks” there in the winter of 1853. 


No one was permitted to settle west of the Missouri 
without a permit from the Secretary of War. Samuel 
Martin now brought the beginnings of Plattsmouth 
nearer when he obtained the first permit to establish 
a trading post near the Platte and Missouri rivers in 


) 1852. 


In the winter of 1853, Martin, assisted by James 


| O'Neill and J. L. Sharp, brought logs across the Mis- 
) souri river on the ice and erected the “Cld Barracks” 
| (west of present Burlington Station) and a Counsel 
| House to carry on the trading with the Otoes and 
| Mormons going west. The “Old Barracks” was a two- 


story building while the Counsel House (northwest of 


| the “Old Barracks”) was but one story high and used 


as living quarters and as a place to meet the Indians 
who still lived in eastern Cass county. 


The Plattsmouth Town Company was formed Octo- 
ber 26, 1954, and was composed of Samuel Martin, 
James O’Neill, J. L. Sharp, C. Nuckolls, Manly Green 
and Lafayette Nuckolls. Other early settlers in 1854 
included Jacobs Adams, W. H. Shafer, Wheatley Mic- 
kelwaite, C. H. Woolcott, Levi Walker, Stephen Wiles, 


| A. J. Todd and Wm. Gullion. The city was mapped out 
| by Surveyor O. W. Tyson and by an act approved 
| March 14, 1855, Plattsmouth was officially incorporated 


and designated by the Territorial Legislature as the 


county seat of Cass county. The only other towns 
preceding Plattsmouth in incorporation were Nebraska 
City on March 2, Bellevue on March 6, Desoto on 
March 7, and Florence on March 13. 


Samuel Martin, founder and first settler of Platts- 
mouth came from Illinois to Coonville, Iowa, in 1850 
and succeeded L. T. Coon as ferry overator in 1852. 
Until the second city election 1857, Plattsmouth pre- 
cinct was known as Martin’s precinct, but his name 
was dropped from that time on. 


The charter granted Plattsmouth by the Territorial 
Legislature contained forty-four sections outlining 
the provisions for a municipal government and made 
mandatory a city election to select a mayor, three al- 
dermen, a recorder, an asSessor, treasurer and marshal 
on the first Monday in August, 1855, or as soon as 
possible. 


Wheatley Mickelwaite was elected Mayor and Jacob 
Vallery, Jr., Enos Williams and William Slaughter 
were elected as aldermen. In spite of the fact the city 
government functioned with difficulty due to the 
small amount of taxeg that could be collected, the 
government of Plattsmouth finally got underway. 


The population increased slowly. The census of 1860 
gave Plattsmouth a population of 474. The estimated 
population of Cass county 1855 was only 712 which 
included the settlements at Kenosha and Rock Bluffs. 
The bulk of the settlers were clustered on the Missouri 
river and kept alive by the river traffic which was 
just beginning to give prophecy of the increased busi- 
ness which ushered in a “boom period’’ during the 
Sixties. The soil of Cass county was very fertile and 
productive and profitable farming was well started 
by the new decade which began in 1860. 


* ek * * 


Deer, priarie chicken, turkey and other wild game 
were very plentiful here at the time the first settlers 
came to Cass county. 
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Your Authorized 


John Deere Dealer 


N¢”_DE 
so on ER 


MOLINE, ILL. 


THE TRADE MARK OF QUALITY 
MADE FAMOUS BY GOOD IMPLEMENTS 


COMPLETE REPAIR SHOP 


New Idea New Holland 


Geodyear Tires G. E. Appliances 


G. M. C. Trucks 


Stander Implement Co. 
141 So. 3rd Plattsmouth Phone 4178 
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... the stage is made ready 
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In Celebrating Our 
25th Anniversary in 


Plattsmouth 


We Are Erecting 


Nebraskas Newest 
SUPER MARKET 


Designed for a 


Growing Plattsmouth 
and Cass County 


This new Super Market, complete with all the modern 
features, is evidence of our faith in the bright future of 
this community and our gratitude for the patronage 


since we opened our present store in October, 1929. 


WATCH FOR GRAND OPENING! 
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12 . Hinky-Dinky 


_.. the story begins 


There is a romance about the early history of river 
towns, of which some towns like Kenosha and Rock 
Bluff flourished for a time and others like Nebraska 
City, Bellevue and Plattsmouth had great aspirations 


| to become large cities but failing to realize that am- 


bition have survived to the present time, leaving an 
interesting story of their efforts. 


The wheels of fortune decreed that Omaha alone 
of the river towns should become a city of any size 
and importance. The years 1860 to 1870 were mem- 
orable ones in Plattsmouth early history. While the 
argument raged about which was the best route west, 
the main street of Plattsmouth was filled with wagons 
carrying immigrants who were pushing on to the west 
or to Pikes Peak or other points west. 


. ox team freighting outfit 
of Prairie Jake Vallery, father of John Vallery. 


The merchants were busy outfitting the travellers 
with flour, salt, bacon, salt pork, clothing and ammu- 
nition, all of which were frontier staples. A regular 
packet line from St. Louis made daily landings here 
and this gave the companies and men thousands of 
dollars in a short time and laid the business interests 
on a firm foundation. The year 1865 was the banner 
year. 2360 wagons crossed into Plattsmouth during 
the month of May. 

The Enterprise, a local paper, sent the following 
advertisement: to an Eastern paper. “To those ground 
down by the iron heel of poverty in the city, come west 
where work is abundant, prices good and property 
cheap.” 

The Steamboat days began to decline and a reces- 
sion came, fortunes were made and lost until the year 
1867 when the building of the Burlington road made 
the future of Plattsmouth a more settled fact. The 
town grew on its own merits. The employment of all 
kinds of laborers who came to work in the shops in- 
creased the population from 1500 to 3 or 4 times that 
many, 50 or 60 brick business houses on Main street 
were built through push and enterprise, without 
foreign capital but by enterprising merchants who 
started with a few dollars for a “nest egg.” 

The Burlington shops were first under the manage- 
ment of Mr. H. D. Hawksworth who came from Bur- 
lington, Ia. 

The rapid growth of the town made the need for 
living quarters apparent. A bonus of $2,500 was offered 
by the city to encourage the building of hotels. The 
Guthman brothers accepted this offer and erected a 
brick hotel of 50 rooms at a cost of $30,000 and named 
it the Perkins house honoring C. E. Perkins, a high 
Burlington Official. 

The Saunders house, a wooden structure, was de- 
stroyed by fire and the Goos Hotel was erected in 


1882. There were five or six smaller hotels. The Riley 
Hotel was built by a New York Capitalist, at a cost 
of $75,000.00, who thought this was a thriving town. 
Mr. Opelt was the first manager. It was a popular 
place for travelling salesmen to stay. This was the 
days of board sidewalk and billboards on Main St., 
many a board walk was tunnelled under by a child 
to retrieve a lost penny or nickel. 


... Riley hotel 
now known as Hotel Plattsmouth. 


The grocery stores in Plattsmouth did not abound 
in canned or packaged goods as of today but most of 
the articles were in bulk and measured out on scales. 
Merchants pooled resources and bought in job lots. 
Telephones were not available to many citizens and 
merchants sent delivery boys to their patrons’ doors 
to take orders, the merchandise was delivered by 
team later in the day. The country people brought 
their produce to town and exchanged it for needed 
reo often leaving the storekeeper indebted to 
hem. 
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This building was erected in 1857 
(We have no record of its cost) 


Which goes to show 
that when good materials 
are used, the quality is remembered 
long after the cost is forgotten. 


LET US FURNISH YOU 
With Quality Materials 
For Your Home 


Plattsmouth Lumber Co. 
Dial 285 
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...the story begins 13 


The most sought dress goods of early days was 
calico, alpaca and cashmere, silk and velvet were in 
evidence for trimming in later years. 


In a classified directory of 1881 there were 13 at- 
torneys listed, 8 physicians and surgeons, 5 restaur- 
ants, 6 saloons, 6 clothing stores, 9 dry goods stores, 
4 hardware stores, 3 meat markets, 5 boot and shoe 
dealers, 5 cigar manufacturers, 2 newspapers, 4 mil- 
liners, 3 banks (Bank of Cass County, National Bank, 
and Citizens Bank), 5 drug stores, 4 livery barns, 1 
packing house. This packing house, records show, 
processed 7,100 hogs with an aggregate weight of 
275,000. 


New towns along the river all dreamed of having 
their Main Street adorned with a capital, County 
Court House or other state institutions. Plattsmouth 
had men who fought for them too, but had to be con- 
tent with securing the County Seat in 1888 and in 
1889 the contract was given to an Omaha firm for 
the construction of the Court House at a cost of 
$67,910. The corner stone was laid June 29, 1891. It 
was dedicated in a big way May 23, 1892. J. Sterling 
Morton, then Secretary of Agriculture under Grover 
Cleveland, gave the dedicatory address and presented 
to the County an oil painting of Gen. Lewis Cass for 
whom the County was named. 


The rich farming district and the long drives to the 
County Seat made the Board of Trade or Commercial 
Club seek to have another railroad come into Platts- 
mouth although many citizens bitterly opposed this 
saying, “It would divert trade to Omaha” but on 
March 28, 1891 at 6 o’clock, Plattsmouth again cel- 
ebrated the first train of the Missouri Pacific coming 
through here. Bands played and people marched out 
to the Missouri Pacific depot and celebrated with 
great enthusiasm. 


What the Plattsmouth people expected the railroad 
to do and what the officials had made up their minds 
to do in regard to economics and big business made 
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14 ... the story begins 
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..Centennial Greetings.. 


FROM 


SCHREINER DRUG 


Your Self Service Drug Store 


DRUGS — PRESCRIPTIONS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC CAMERAS & SUPPLIES 
SEALTEST ICE CREAM & FOUNTAIN SERVICE 
LEADING LINES OF COSMETICS 
COMPLETE LINE OF VETERINAY VACCINES & SUPPLIES 


This Is the Place to Meet Your Friends 
PHONE 4114 


AIR CONDITIONED FOR YOUR COMFORT 


the merchants apprehensive—as the railroads pushed 
on west it became evident that Plattsmouth would 
lose part of the shops to other areas, so again the pay- 
rolls declined, people moved away and the merchants 
knew hard times. 

The will to advertise our town’s advantages and how 
the merchants stood behind their merchandise ap- 
pears in a Chamber of Commerce booklet of about 
1906. 

Three stores to remind us of former owners are 
Fricke’s Drug Store, Schmidtmann’s, the H. M. Soen- 
nichsen Store, “Mr. H. M.” as he is known is still a 
busy merchant. 

We respect the old of our home town affairs of 
years gone by and welcome the new in all civic im- 
provements. 


... early day store of H. M. Soennichsen 
with H. M. standing in doorway in shirt sleeves. 
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... props are added 


Perhaps the very first industry of Plattsmouth was 
that of Fur Trading. There may have been an earlier 
Trading Post than that of Samuel Martin, but noth- 
ing definite is known of the time or place. Samuel 


| Martin came here in 1853 starting the first settle- 


ment. He did business with the Otoe Indians and 
the Trading Post was known as “Old Barracks.” He 
also received a permit from his old home town, Glen- 
wood, Ia. to operate a ferry to “Plattsville’’ as the 
town was then known. 


... Plattsmouth river front in 1953 


from the Iowa shore is a picture painted by Frank 
-Gobelman, from an old print taken from the book 
“Report of the Missouri State Geological Survey, 1854” 
and is a pen drawing by R. B. Price, a member of the 


| party which visited the mouth of the Platte river dur- 


ing the summer of 1853 on the steamboat Robt. Camp- 


/ bell. the log trading post, known as the “old barracks”’ 


located at the foot of main street, and built in 1853, 
is shown in the picture. 


The Plattsmouth Town Co. was formed Oct., 1854 
and was incorporated Oct. 1855 and designated as the 
County Seat. 


Farming became a new industry. With the impor- 
tance of farming came some evils. The menace of 
Claim Jumpers became severe and was finally taken 
care of by the citizens themselvs in various ways — 
some were drastic but claim jumping was brought to 
an end. 


The City itself became interested in the industry 
(if it could be classed as such) of the Ferry boat 
business. The Mormons used flat boats in crossing 
the Missouri and this type was operated by Libeas T. 
Coon, from 1848 until 52 when Samuel Martin and 
James O’Neill bought him out. In 1868 the City Coun- 
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LET 


HIATT 


Feather Your Nest 


A Plattsmouth Merchant 
Since 1907 


Hiatt Furniture Store 
Phone 3110 126 So. 6th 
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cil bought the franchise and purchased the Paul 
Wilcox for $9,000. This venture was short-lived as a 
few months later it struck a snag and went to the 
bottom of the river carrying with it the full value in 
outstanding bonds and temporarily, at least, set back 
the hope of the city of diverting western immigration 
through Plattsmouth. 

There were other privately owned ferries built and 
used to take freight and passengers across the river. 
There were some ferries large enough to carry the 
railroad cars that came later until the Burlington 
Bridge was built in 1881. Competition was keen. Some 
of the boats mentioned were the Emma, Survivor, 
Paul Wilcox, Mary McGee — then the wire cable 
ferry, the Luella and finally the Belle Morgan. Ferry 
boats were used in later years up until the time the 
wagon bridge was built about 1929 or 30. The Paul 
Wilcox, a side wheeler, brought 125 teams across on 
May 9, 1865; 2,360 wagons crossed the Missouri during 
May 1865. The charges at that time were quite high; 
for instance a team and wagon cost $1.00; horse or 
mule and buggy 75c; cattle 10c; sheep and hogs were 
5c per head. Persons on foot 10c; a team led was 25c; 
freight 10c per hundred wt; lumber$ 2.00 per 1,000 
feet. 

Boats brought cargos from St. Louis, Kansas City, 
St. Joseph. On May 5, 1865 the Steamboat “Denver” 
unloaded 1100 sacks of corn to be sent west on the 
overland route. The coming of the R. R. killed the ov- 
erland business. 

The river boat front was directly at the foot of Main 
St. The dock consisted of a loading platform and a 
warehouse. It was the common practice of the news- 
papers to advertise in large type “MERCHANDISE 
HAS JUST ARRIVED BY BOAT,” or “THE BOAT HAS 
JUST ARRIVED, LOADED TO THE GUARDS WITH 
NEW GOODS.” Products from the Brick kilns and 
stone quarries were shipped out by boat. The boats 
brought in lumber and salt and were reloaded with 
barley and corn. 
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In July 1881 there were 2,050 linear feet of dike 
put in place but this was discontined because of low 
water, presumably after the flood of 1881. 


1871 found the river traffic slowing down, even 
after the efforts in 1860 to 1870 to promote steamboat 
trade, The “Herald” then reported, “Few care if the 
boats are coming in or not.” 


. office of Herald, early newspaper 
located on present site of St. Paul’s church. 


In 1869 and 1870 General] Livingston led the enter- 
prise which resulted in the decision to establish the 
Burlington R. R. shops and headquarters at Platts- 
mouth. In 1861 Plattsmouth, Oreapolis and Denver 
Express Freight Co. Inc. and the Chicago, Platts- 
mouth, Pikes Peak Express Co. were talked about, 
but these were no more than speculatory, indicative 
of aspiration more than of actual operation. But in 
July 1869 amid enthusiasm and ceremony the ground 
was broken by Mayor Dr. H. Wheeler for the beginning 
of the Burlington Shops. 


The Burlington had their lines built to Burlington, 
Ia. before this but the panic of 1857 and the Civil 
war had halted further building and extension of 
their line westward and was not resumed until 1866. 
Passenger and freight going east from western ter- 
ritories could reach Burlington by 4. horse coach. 
Pacific City was a depot for stage coach lines. Stage 
coaches into Plattsmouth from the east was twice 
daily. Sometimes loaded to capacity often with 4 or 5 
on the outside. The United State Express Co. operated 
stage lines west, each coach was equipped with a 
strong box so that no messenger was taken to indi- 
cate that money or valuables were being carried. 


In July 1869 construction of the R. R. began. Dr. 
Livingston was given 6 city lots in appreciation of his 
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efforts and ability in interesting the Burlington to 
bring their R. R. through Plattsmouth. A committee 
of Mayor Wheeler, Aldermen Murphy, Wintersteen 
and Heisel was appointed to present a petition to the 
county commissioners asking them to call an election 
in Plattsmouth precinct to vote $50,000 in bonds to 
the R. R. The county voted $200,000 in bonds. The 
first Burlington Shops of frame construction were 
destroyed by fire very shortly after their erection as 
were the ones replacing them, the disaster was caused 
by sparks from the passing locomotives. These were 
replaced by buildings of brick and stone from 1874 
to 1881 on 14 acres of ground with a 10 ft. high board 
fence around them. 


The first Burlington locomotive to come through 
Plattsmouth was “The American Eagle.” This was in 
September 1869. It arrived by boat and gave its first 
scream on Nebraska soil. The Plattsmouth Brass band, 
The Masonic, Odd Fellows and Good Templars Fra- 
ternities and citizens were all present and marched 
in the parade. Early as 1870 the Burlington made 
soundings and sorveys with view to building a bridge. 
This was finished in 1880. The cars until that time 
were carried across the Missouri river on ferry boats. 
The “Gallatin” was the first. It could carry 3 cars at 
a time. “The President” in 1870 could carry 5 freight 
or 3 passenger cars. The “Vice President’? was used 
between 1874 and 1880. In winter, wagons were used. 
This gave employment to 20 teams. Accidents were 
frequent. 


The first Burlington depot was built two or two and 
a half blocks north of the Main St. This was on a 
place where the bluffs were back from the river a 
little more than other places. It was a 2 story build- 
ing made of heavy timbers. Later the building was 
moved south of Main street and then later the pres- 
ent building was built. 
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THE PLATTSMOUTH LOAN 


AND 


BUILDING ASSOCIATION 


Plattsmouth, Nebraska 
(Organized February 6, 1885) 
Home Loans — Insured Savings 
Assets $700,000 
Reserves and Undivided Profits $79,000 

C. A. JOHNSON, President 
EMIL J. WEYRICH, Vice-President 
ALBERT OLSON, Secretary-Treasurer 


Directors 


C. A. Johnson Albert Funk 
Emil J. Weyrich Albert Olson 
W. C. Soennichsen 
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The principal offices of the Burlington shops 
were moved to Omaha. However a compromise was af- 
fected. The City of Plattsmouth ultimately paying 
$25,000 to the company. The shops were fitted up with 
all kinds of wood working machinery, including an 
exhaust fan used to blow the shavings to the boiler 
room to be used as fuel. The buildings included a 
machine shop, tool shop and blacksmith shop, wood 
working shop, boiler shop, a dry house, a storehouse 
3 stories high, an oil house and 3 round houses. 


.. . BREX shops 


The increxse in population was the first noticeable 
change with the coming of the R. R. From 2,447 it 
increased to 5,873 by 1880. City lots sold from $75 to 
$250. 


In 1871, 6 cars of cattle were shipped to Chicago, 
the start of the cattle industry. In the fall of 1871 an 
average of 10 cars of wheat a day went to Chicago. 
By July 1871 an average of 3 to 5 cars of cattle and 
hogs went to Omaha every week. Also 95 wagon loads 
of grain came into Plattsmouth in addition to 10 im- 
migrant wagons and 6 loads of hay. The Burlington 
shipped an average of 10 cars of corn daily. Grain 
marketed in Plattsmouth averaged 400 to 500 bushel 
a day in June. There was high hopes through the 
years of Plattsmouth becoming a large R. R. center 
but there was continual friction and disagreements 
with the Burlington. But the payroll and taxes from 
the shops poured thousands of dollars annually into 
the community and aided materially in the property 
of the town. Dependence on the R. R. and the fear of 
its removal kept Plattsmouth from seeking other 
possibilities in other fields. This constant fear of loss 
of major industry had its unfavorable effect on other 
industries seeking desirable locations. The shops were 
finally ordered to close 62 years later in August 1931. 
Now all that is left is the Burlington Refrigerator Ex- 
press shops or the BREX as it is known. An engineer 
strike in 1889 and another in 1929 was one of the 
deciding factors that forced the move. 


In April 1870 there were between 75 and 100 new 
homes under construction and it was customary to 
rent homes several weeks in advance. Monthly rentals 
ranged from $40 to $90 a month when houses could 
be obtained. The Lumber Co. of Kenshaw and Waugh 
received 150,000 ft. of pine in one month and ordered 
200,000 more. Business was at such a peak in 1869 that 
the “Herald” predicted 20,000 by 1871. Still complained 
of a “woeful lack of business houses” and urged the 
town to offer $2,500 as a bonus for a new hotel. 
“Build Houses” became a slogan. 


Now going back to the industries that were needed 
to build this city. To the log cabin trading post at the 


edge of the river which was a branch store estabiished 
by Wm. Herold and son here in 1857. 


The first grist and saw mill was built by Conrad 
Heisel ana Mr. Krauth for George Griffith in 1856. 
This mill ground wheat and corn. It was at 10th and 
Washington Ave. Later was purchased by Heisel and 
Krauth in 1857 and moved to 11th and Elm St. How- 
ever the first mill was a large overshot wheel run by 
water and located on a small spring south of the city 
and known later as the Everett Branch. It was built 
by Conrad Heisel for James Cardwell in 1856. This 
mill had one pair of small stones or burrs and ground 
corn only and it took two hours to grind 2 bushel if 
there was enough water. The first mill that Conrad 
Heisel owned had 2 run of stone, a capacity of 25 bar- 
Bek of flour a day, in addition to feed. He employed 

men. 


... railroad bridge across Missouri 
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Druggists - Pharmacists 
Union Block 


Phone 3237 Plattsmouth, Nebr. 
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The Cass County Iron Works began in 1869. It was 
a brick building on Washington and 10th. During 
1881 John Wayman, proprietor, used 23 tons of pig 
and scrap iron manufacturing 3 tons of sash weights, 
3 cane mills, a four horse engine and boiler and 
several store fronts. (Some still in use). 


The first cigar factory was established in 1869 by 
Julius Pepperberg, who employed 5 men, (one of whom 
was Mr. John Bajeck). Used during 1881, 12,301 pounds 
of leaf tobacco and manufactured 300,850 cigars. C. 
Schlegel employed 3 cigar makers, used during 1881, 
3,251 pounds of leaf tobacco and produced 75,000 ci- 
gars. Another cigar manufacturer, Frank Nieman em- 
ployed 2 men. 


In 1859 Fred Lehnhoff helped to establish the Brick 
and Tile Manufacturing Co. They put out 10,000 bricks 
a day. 


The Missouri and Nebraska Coal Mining Co. was 
organized in Sept. 1878 with B. Lange as President, 
Gustave Beneke as Treasurer, D. C. Suphen as Secre- 
tary. Mining property was located on the bank of the 
Missouri known as Jones Landing. The Coal was light 
and porous and being in insufficient quantities to pay 
and was soon abandoned. Coal sold for $24 a ton 
until after the R. R., then $7.50 per ton. 


The first brick yard was run by Wm. and John Reed 
and Christian Mochenhaupt Sr. This was on Oak St. 
between 8th and 9th. Later Mr. Mockenhaupt had a 
brick yard on the Rock Bluff road. It was known as 
the “South Side Brick Yard” and the advertisement 
read “The Brick Man of Plattsmouth.’ Plattsmoutno 
had five brick yards, J. Hartman established one in 
1879, in 1881 he produced 500,000 bricks. Reuland Bros. 
who began business in 1880 turned out the same 
amount. J. Bons & Son produced 530,000 bricks. Guth- 
man and Rauen 600,000 and Lehnhoff and Speck 
opened a new yard on a larger scale in 1882. The Ter- 
ra Cotta and Tile brick yard was located on Wash- 
ington Ave. 


There had been a great deal of trouble with unscru- 
pulous characters “jumping claims”. “In March, 1857, 


... brick yard 
located on site of present athletic field. 
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one, Lewis Johnson and his two sons and a few cf his 
kind that were a terror to the neighborhood with old 
Kelly and his son were arrested by the Claim Cluo 
Committee and fur some cause held as prisoners. 


At night they were escorted over the river. Some of 
them were never seen again. It was a mystery to the 
majority of people ever since as to what became of 
them, but it was generally supposed they were heavily 
weighted and put in the river. That quieted the trouble 
of claim jumping.” Told by F. M, Young, Jr., from 
1905 Cass County Atlas. 


. early industry 
located in building now owned by Ray Herold at 3rd 
& main, this business’ was operated at one time by 
L. D. Hiatt. 


May 9, 1865, the Omaha Ferry was doing dull busi- 
ness at that time as the South Platte route to the west 
was more popular. 
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INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 
SALES & SERVICE 
ANY SIZE TRUCK 
FOR ANY KIND OF WORK 
International 
Refrigerators & Freezers 


HARVESTER 
TRACTORS IMPLEMENTS 


RCA NORGE 
SALES — SERVICE — PARTS 
“Where to Buy Them” 


Stites Farm Equipment & 
Truck Co. 


Chicago Ave. Telephone 267 Plattsmouth 
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Robert Sherwood came to this county from England 
and worked for 4 years in a shoe store. Later he bought 
a building in Plattsmouth and started manufacturing 
shoes, hiring a number of men. He built the 2 story 
building at 5th and Main. 


Henry Howland, great grandfather of Bill, was our 
first wagon manufacturer in the region. He made 
canopy top carriages, sleds, iron runners and wagons. 
_ There were 3 wagon manufacturers in 1881. The old- 
est being J. M. Schnelbacker’s on 5th between Main 
and Vine. In 1881 he manufactured 50 lumber wagons, 
3 carriages, 4 buggies, and 8 spring wagons. He em- 
ployed 5 blacksmiths, 2 wagon makers and 2 painters. 

In 1885 the City first discussed a water plant. In 
1886 a committee was appointed to study the matter. 
The Council authorized the issuance of a 20 year 
franchise to Mr. Inman to build the plant. The con- 
tract called for construction of 4 miles of main, 50 
fire hydrants and a 350,000 gallon stand pipe. Fire 
hydrant rental was fixed at $4,000 annually and the 
city reserved the right to purchase the plant after 
5 years had elapsed. 


A committee composed of H. C. Smith, D. Hawks- 
worth, J. V. Weckbach, B. F. Ramsey, C. H. Parmalee, 
J. W. Johnson, Frank Carruth, H. C. Richey and R. 
Connely was appointed as judges and a special com- 
mittee of 3 elected to arrange for a celebration in 
connection with the test of the water system to be 
made April, 1888. 

The purchase of the water plant was not made 
until May 1, 1943 for $116,000. Bonds voted $221,000 
and again The Board of Public Works became active 
after many years. The plan has been completely 
- changed from steam operation to electricity since its 
purchase. 

A Gas and Light plant was first discussed July 
1885. An ordinance authorizing the Plattsmouth Gas 
& Electric Light Co. to operate in Plattsmouth was 
passed August 1885. The rates for street lamps were 
fixed at $2.50 per 1000 ft. of 16 candle power gas. On 
May 13, 1889 a franchise was granted to O. H. Ballou 
to build an electric light plant and the rate for street 
lamps was fixed at $12 a month per lamp. 

Natural gas was brought to Plattsmouth customers 
in the fall of 1931 by the Iowa-Nebraska Light & Pow- 
er Co. 

October 1, 1941, the Central Electric and Gas Co. 
bought the gas properties of the Iowa-Nebraska Light 
and Power and have operated in Plattsmouth since 
that date. They have enlarged the distribution system 
and now serve over 1,300 customers. 

With the continued growth of Plattsmouth “The 
Gas Company”’ has endeavored to extend their gas 
mains to give the residential and commercial custom- 
ers the best of clean, fast, automatic gas cooking, 
water heating, house heating, refrigeration, air con- 
ditioning and industrial uses. 

An attempt to operate a street railway system in 
Plattsmouth proved unsuccessful: The first was a 
horse drawn car line which was replaced by electric 
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cars under a franchise granted the Plattsmouth 
Street R. R. The venture was not financially profit- 
able and after 3 or 4 years of intermittent service 
the line was abandoned and was gradually obliterated 
as the streets were paved. 


The First Electric Light Plant was located just west 
of where Schades live on the cemetery road. 

There were several blacksmith shops, Mr. Stull was 
the first blacksmith in Plattsmouth. Plattsmouth has 
boasted of bakeries, pork packing plants, cannery, 
harness shops and a brewery. 

The old ice plant, originally the ice store house, 
where ice was obtained from the river in the winter 
and stored. This was replaced by an ice plant where 
they manufacture ice. 

Fred Gorder had a harness shop and sold farm 
machinery and was also in the grain business. He was 
interested in a canning factory with the Guthman 
Bros. but that was a short-lived venture and profit- 
less. 
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Cass County Motor Co. 


607 1st Ave. Phone 3210 Plattsmouth 
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Francis R. Guthman developed several enterprises, 
he was a saddler and baker by trade but also had 
interest in a billiard parlor, packing plant and gro- 
cery store. 


Mr. Schmidtmann Sr. was a harness maker. 


The M. E. Smith Shirt-Overall factory functioned 
for several years, still later industries were the Basket 
Factory operated by Mr. Demmie Hiatt. The Alfalfa 
Mill, where alfalfa was baled and shipped abroad. 


The Olson Photograph Gallery employed several 
people. They did the developing and printing work 
for many of the surrounding states. 

Cabinet making was another industry of the early 
days. There were various men in this line of work. 


A truck body factory, a glove factory, a robe fac- 
tory have all functioned in Plattsmouth. 


Mr. James Rebal owned and operated a broom fac- 
tory east of Perkins House for several years. 


Plattsmouth’s 3rd canning factory, the Norfolk 
Canning Factory, was active for many years and only 
just recently terminated operations. 


* oF OR OF 


... the Burlington railroad and Plattsmouth 


The Burlington and Missouri River Rail Road Com- 
pany in Nebraska (predecessor of the present Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company) was incorp- 
orated under the General Law of Nebraska in 1869. 
Authority was granted to construct a railroad from 
the city of Plattsmouth, Nebraska, westward through 
the counties of Cass, Saunders, Lancaster, Saline, 
Seward, York, Hamilton, Adams, Kearney, Merrick, 
Hall and Buffalo, to Kearney, Nebraska, and from 
Plattsmouth eastward across the Missouri River to 
a connection with the railroad of the Burlington & 
Missouri River Railroad Company, a State of Iowa 
corporation. The total distance of this line, including 
the Plattsmouth bridge, was 194.01. miles. 
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Construction of the line commenced at Plattsmouth 
in July, 1869, and reached Kearney on September 3, 
1872. On September 18 of that year a connection was 
made with the Union Pacific Railroad at Kearney 
Junction, thereby opening still greater horizons for 
rail service to the West. 


The railroad bridge over the Missouri River at 
Plattsmouth was constructed by authority of the Act 
of Congress of July 2, 1864. Work on the bridge began 
in August, 1879 and it was competed and opened to 
traffic September 12, 1880. 


On July 26, 1880 the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad Company took possession of all property 
and leasehold interests of the Burlington and Mis- 
souri River Railroad Company in Nebraska, and has 
been in charge of its operation since that date. 


Plattsmouth was chartered as a city in March, 1855, 
not many years after the territory had been opened 
for settlement for the white man, following the ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian title, June 24th, 1854. 


“The city surveyed, platted and incorporated, and 
it was a poor talker who could not talk ‘railroad.’ A 
number of lots and depot grounds were set aside and 
reserved tor railroad purposes. The first official action 
on record, other than to watch and guard the rail- 
road lots, was on Feb. 5th, °59, to vote Dr. R. R. Liv- 
ingston ‘six city lots as compensation for services pre- 
viously rendered to the city, in working up the rail- 
road matters, solely for the city’s use, inasmuch as 
he had no property in the city.’ And again, Feb. 19th, 
1859, the doctor was appointed on behalf of the city 
to go to Burlington and see what could be done there 
in the matter. These movements, followed up by con- 
stant agitation, resulted in a special election by Platts-~ 
mouth April 24, 1869, when $50,000 in bonds was voted 
by the city, and donations made by individual citizens 
of a large number of city lots to the B. & M. R. R. 
company on condition that the company would erect 
here, and maintain depot, shops, and general fixtures, 
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In Plattsmouth’s cen- 
tennial year, this com- 
pany celebrates a sig- 
nificant milestone, it’s 
50th anniversary of 
service to southeast Ne- 
braska. 
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From a humble be- 
ginning of a single ex- 
change, LT&T laid the 
foundation for a mod- 
ern communications system that through 
the years has been a vital factor in the 
growth and development of Plattsmouth 
and this section of the state. 


In our Golden Anniversary year we 
pledge our utmost efforts in continued de- 
votion to the public service entrusted to 
us to the end that your telephone service 
may be always better and more useful in 
the years ahead. 
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The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
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making and continuing Plattsmouth the headquarters 
of the company in Nebraska; putting the road through 
to the west end of the county, all in good running 
order and actual operation, within sixteen months 
after June 3rd, 1869. These conditions were accepted 
by the company, and the contract closed by W. Thiel- 
son, the authorized agent of the company, and the 
city council, June 15th, 1869. From this time action 
instead of talk was the order of the day, and early 
in July, in presence of a large crowd of spectators, 
John Fitzgerald, as Knight of the Spade, at the foot 
of Main Street, in Plattsmouth, displayed his strength 
and skill in ‘breaking ground’ for the railroad track. 


* e OK 


.. . first locomotive 


“In September, 1869, in a still larger and more 
excited crowd, the first locomotive, the ‘American 
Eagle’ was landed and gave her first scream on Ne- 
brasKa soil. The long wished, and long listened for 
whistle was now a matter of unquestionable fact upon 
the streets of Plattsmouth.” 


At about the latter time the locomotive ‘“Hurricane’”’ 
was brought over; in all probability both locomotives 
were brought across the Missouri river on flat boats 
built for that purpose. The locomotives were wood 
burners, bought, it was said, from one of the eastern 
railroads. William (Bill) Hoyt was engineer of the 
“American Eagle.’’ Both locomotives were used in car- 
rying men and material as the road was headed for 
Lincoln, Nebraska, going up the Platte valley, the 
south side of the Platte until near-Ashland, where 
| Salt Creek empties into the Platte, then south up the 
- Salt Creek river to Lincoln. Mr. John Fitzgerald had 
the contract for building the road. Some of the work 
was sublet to contractors, but most of it was built by 
Mr. Fitzgerald’s organization of men, teams, and tools. 
Mr. George W. Doane was chief engineer, with a Mr. 
Holbrook as assistant. Mr. Johnson was master me- 
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chanic; Mr. Daniel Shea was train: dispatcher and 
Superintendent of telegraph; Mr. William C. Brown 
was assistant treasurer, with Mr. James G. Taylor as 
Bese clerk. In due course of time the road was 
uilt. 


A steamboat, named “The President’? came up to 
aid in the work, which was captained by a Mr. Butte 
or Butt, with a complete crew. Mr. Henry Brown, 
brother of William C. Brown, was clerk on the boat. 
Mail, express, and passengers were carried across the 
Missouri river, where a stub railroad conveyed all of 
them to Pacific Junction, where the Burlington & 
Missouri River railroad in Iowa was running to Coun- 
cil Bluffs and Omaha. 


The business of the B. & M. in Iowa and the B. 
& M. in Nebraska was separated. Timothy Reardon 
was agent for the Iowa road, with George Mundy as 
telegraph operator and ticket agent. It seems that the 
Nebraska road had at different times several agents. 


When the road had reached near or about Cedar 
Creek, fourteen miles west of Plattsmouth, an excur- 
sion was run, given as a free ride to the citizens of 
Plattsmouth, in coal cars. Strong planks were laid 
crossways of the car. Many people took advantage of 
the ride, to see how the work was progressing. The 
trains were mixed, passengers and freight, the latter 
of course mostly for the building of the road. One of 
the first conductors was a Mr. Barkhurst, and a fam- 
ily by the name of Savage furnished three engineers, 
or two engineers and one fireman. 


As the building of the road progressed it was nec- 
essary to find some means of transporting freight and 
material across the Missouri river, and this problem 
was partly solved by the railroad having a steam 
ferry boat built somewhere where such boats are 
built. The boat was planned to carry cars; the lower 
deck had a double track of rails, with pilot house and 
rooms for the men on the upper deck. It was named 
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Where you'll find a: 
Clean Modern Motel 
Modern Trailer Park 
Complete Service Station 
Cafe 
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Anniversary Greetings! 
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For Reservations 


MR. & MRS. RAY E. STORY 
On Highways 73 & 75 
1101 Ave. D Plattsmouth 
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... props are added 21 


the Vice President, and Mr. Peter Mann was the 
pilot. The main crossing was from Rock Point, about 
a mile south of Main street, the narrowest place 
in the river near Plattsmouth, and tracks were laid 
to that point from the point in the city where the 
main road was built. With its double tracks on the 
boat just as a guess now the Vice President could 
take six, eight, perhaps ten cars at a crossing. During 
at least one of the winters the railroad built a pile 
bridge across the river. Long cottonwood trees were 
used for the piles, with a framework top of ties and 
rails. This bridge was located at or near where the 
Vice President landed to take on cars. The Vice 
President remained in service until the present bridge 
was built in the year 1880. 


* *e KF * 


... the first devot 


The first depot was built about two or two and one 
half blocks north of Main Street. This was on a 
place where the bluff was back from the river a little 
more than other places in this locality. The building 
was not far from the bank of the river, and was two 
stories in height and solidly constructed of heavy 
timbers. In the first story, at the norch end was the 
baggage room, in the center a waiting room with some 
seats for passengers, at the south was the office for 
the railroad agent and assistant, also the clerks and 
telegraph operator. The upper story was divided into 
rooms for the higher officials, chief engineer and 
his assistants, chief of telegraph, train dispatcher, 
etc. After the road was completed to Lincoln and the 
road taken over from the force thay had constructed 
it, the depot was moved south to a new location just 
south of Main street and near the river bank; it re- 
mained there until the building of the present depot. 
W. J. White had the contract for moving the first 
depot. Owing to its solid construction it was very 
heavy and the moving was somewhat of a problem. 
The railroad furnished heavy planks and rollers, and 
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Centennial Greetings 


Come 
once in a hundred years 
But 


We greet you every day of each year 


* 


CASS DRUG 


LUNCHEONETTE 
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WALLGREEN AGENCY 


“Drugs With a Reputation”’ 
502 Main Plattsmouth 
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22 ...props are added 


some of the work was done at night so as not to in- 
terfere with trains, switching, etc. 


The first ferry boat landing used by the steamer 
President was near the first steamboat landing that 
was used by the steamboats on their way up and down 
the Missouri river. The steamboat landing was all the 
way across the foot of Main street, on or about where 
Second street ought to be. The ferry landing was 
north of Main street just a few feet, say a little over 
the length of the boat with the stern not far from 
the street. Until a few years ago the large oak piles 
at which the boat was tied could be seen. At the time 
we are considering the current of the Missouri river 
was very close to the foot of Main street as it was 
then. Is it not true that all of the lots on the east 
of the town site and First street have gone to the 
ocean, leaving Second street as the eastern limit of 
the city? It is just possible that some remnants of the 
piles could still be found; oak piles remain in good 
condition for many years. 


* ek & t 
... the first shops 


The first shops were not much — a small round- - 
house with turntables, and machine shops of suffi- 
cient number and size to do the necessary repairs. 
Two locomotives and machinery, etc., did not require 
a great deal of room, and such as was needed was 
built. The shops, roundhouse, etc., were located at 
a little distance south of Main street, running to or 
not far from the river bank and just east of Second 
street, leaving that street open for traffic going south. 
Some time later a cut was made in the high bluff, 
leaving a little more room to widen space for shops. 
As the road grew the shops and grounds were ex- 
tended south until they reached the present size and 
space. 


A full staff of executives were needed to arrange 
a system capable of taking the abundant crops, live- 
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Plattsmouth Paint Store 
SENDS 


Anniversary Greetings 
Benjamin Moore Paints 
Window Glass 
Imperial Washable Wallpaper 


Phone 6173 
Jim and Bob Aspedon 
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| Jochimsen's Market | 
| FRUITS VEGETABLES GROCERIES 
CHOICE MEATS j 
Free Delivery 
| 437 MainSt. Plattsmouth Phone 4158 
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stock, and other products of one of the best counties 
in the state of Nebraska. This was the main reason 
for the building and equipping of the Burlington 
Missouri River railroad in Nebraska. When built it 
was placed under the management of competent of- 
ficials, and it was a success, and of great benefit to 
both consumers and producers. 


At some time later the contract entered into, as 
noted in the first part of this article, was amended 
the bonds cancelled or returned, and the headquarters 
moved to Omaha. 


During the strike of engineers and firemen on the 
road Plattsmouth had full and heaping measure of 
the trouble incident therefrom. 


Ever since the Missouri Pacific came to Plattsmouth 
in 1890 it has played a prominent role in the daily 
life and progress of the community. Located on the 
main line of the Omaha Division, Plattsmouth is 
served daily by two passenger trains in each direc- 
tion, including the popular “Missouri River Eagle,” 
which offers the traveling public fast daylight serv- 
ice along the scenic river route between Omaha, Kan- 
sas City and St. Louis. The merchants, farmers and 
industries of the area have long depended on Missouri 
Pacific freight service for the movement of their 
shipments. 


The Missouri Pacific is also a good citizen, and as 
part of its civic obligation last year paid the City of 
Plattsmouth a total of $1,238 in city and school taxes 
on its property within the city limits. In addition, a 
total of $26,653 in property taxes was paid to Cass 
County. - 


The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy of which Ot- 
tumwa had been the terminus for some time took a 
new start in 1879, and under State legislation of ten 
years before, constructed a bridge across the Missour1 
uniting it with the Burlington and Missouri in Ne- 
braska. 


Se <> D> 0D 0D) ED (0) ED (D0 ED 0 (ED 0) () ED (0 ED 0D () ED () ED () ED (ED () CED ( 


@eo2e 
oecereets eoece 2008s terete teterare 


The Friendly Store 
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— Authorized Dealer — 


Corner 6th & Main Plattsmouth 


ALWAYS BETTER BUYS AT GAMBLES 
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... the action begins 


The early period of Plattsmouth was devoted to 
granting franchises for improvements. The women 
did not figure much in the local papers but in 1900 
the local news items concerning women and their 
interests appear. Life in the frontier days was not 
devoid of amusement but failed to get into print. 


Tce cream sociables, as they were called, calico par- 
ties, masked balls and a dance on a river boat were 
all the acme of social aspirations. 


Due to so many Irish working on the railroad, St. 
Patrick’s day was always celebrated in a big way. 
A parade followed by a band or two by a gay crowd 
on horseback or on foot started the day or evening, 
this was followed by a dance. 


The Waterman’s opera house on South 3rd and 
Main was built at a cost of $40,000 and had a seating 
capacity of 1500 persons. Many reputable troupes — 
opera companies made their appearance here. The 
admission price was 75c and $1.00. This opera house 
was burned and the building rebuilt with a large hall 
on the second floor where many dances were held. 


The town boasted of two other large halls, Rock- 
wood Hall owned by the Masons and the Fitzgerald 
Hall now the Ruse building. This building was opened 
Febr. 1871 with a Fair Festival, the proceeds amounted 
to $3,000 and was used to help pay for the construc- 
tion of a church, probably St. John’s. Speeches prais- 
ing My. Fitzgerald were given and this was augmented 
by a lottery in which points were sold. Miss Ella 
Crocker was acclaimed the winner and received 4 
saddle, a cane went to Mr. Henry Robertson. 


Home talents were favorites. A dramatic club was 
organized in 1871 with Mr. R. B. Claiborn as man- 
ager. The first play given was “Blackeyed Susan.” 
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Happy Anniversary 


FRIENDLY BARBERS 
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j Art's i 
! Art 116 So. 6th Since 1942 Roy 
i ’ i 
i Bowman's 
| Dale 126 So. 6th’ Since 1981 Doran 
: 
Rosey's 
120 N. 5th South of Post Office Since 1906 | 
; 
George's 
| George 422 Main Since 1931 Leo | 
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... the action begins 23 


This news item appeared in the Herald. 

During the winter months coasting down the hills 
on bobsleds was a gay affair. Going from High School 
Hill down nearly to the river about a mile of exciting 
coasting was often followed by an oyster stew some 
place or at some home. People stomped their feet 
around a big bonfire to keep warm and the light of 
which helped to light the downward ride. 

Ringling Bros. Circus appeared here in 1892. Inde- 
pendence Day was celebrated in a big way. At dav 
break a series of cannon roars awoke the public (that 
is if the cannon had not been shanghaied from iis 
location on High School Hill to the town of Weeping 
Water). There was always a dispute as to who owned 
this cannon but whether it was here or not, large 
sums of money were usually collected for the celebra- 
tion. School children, GAR, Women’s Relief Corps, 
Knights of Pythias, Bohemian Societies, Turners, 
and other lodges joined in the parade. A free dinner 
was sometimes served or elaborate floats were as- 
sembled representing the stores or organizations. 
Speeches galore were given, favorite subjects were 
“The Survivors o fthe Late Rebellion’ and “The Sig- 
nificance of the Stars and Stripes.” 

High Five was the most popular game of the gay 
nineties — the Oxford Dancing Club was the elite 
dancing group. 

In 1891 a baseball league was formed with a playin » 
field on Chicago Ave. The stockholders were Frank 
Morgan, pres.; George Lenhoff, vice-pres.; T. H. Pol- 
lock, treasurer; C. A. Miller. manager; Sam Patter- 
son, captain. A game at Lincoln drew a crowd of 500 
persons. The ministers protested concerning Sunday 
playing and one minister devoted two sermons on 
the subject. Rules of today were unknown but ‘woe 
be it’ to the umpire who seemed to favor a team in a 
dishonest way. 


Left to right: V. W. Ryan, N. W. McKee, Ray Story 


... former Budweiser building at 4th and main 
community auditorium is on second floor. 


24 ...the action begins 


The Turnverein was a gymnastic and dance organ- 
ization with a large hall on 8th and Ave. A. The ath- 
letic directors were Paul, Emil and Otto Wurl. The 
drill team comprised of Paul, Emil, Otto, and Bernard 
Wurl, Albert Fricke, Joe Peters, Phil Miller, Mr. Spi- 
dell, went to St. Louis. The Plattsmouth team won 
the 1st prize, San Francisco team 2nd, and St. Louis, 
3rd _ place. 


... first Plattsmouth band 


The musical organization was a brass band organ- 
ized in 1878, composed of 13 members, Prof. A. C. 
Clark was the leader, later the band was known as 
the B & M Band and Ed Schulof served as the leader 
for many years. 

The Piattsmouth Leiderkranz was organized Aug. 
28, 1878 with a membership of 38 members. It was a 
singing organization of men. John Lutz was librarian 
and Prof. H. Schulof director. Meetings were held 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday in Guthmann Hall, 

Plattsmouth has always been a great lodge town 
and the Masonic order, Odd Fellows, Grand Army, 
A. O. U. W., Woodmen, Knights of Pythias, Bohemian 
Societies, 'Turners, Fire Department, and Temperance 
Societies, found members here. 

Chapter F, P. E. O., was organized in 1889. It was a 
society of women who were especially interested in 
cultural improvement of themselves and their com- 
munity. From the beginning they have contributed 
liberally each year to the Y. L. R. R. A. and then to 
the Public Library. Much of the fine reference mater- 
ial available today for our students has been given 
by the P. E. O. 

The problem of temperance in a growing town 
presented many problems. The saloon license ranged 
from $25 to $500. In 1894 the women grew stronger 
and forced the Sunday closing of saloons. 

At one time 9 saloon licenses were granted and 
liquor license to 4 druggists. There were often glaring 
faults found in the enforcement of these laws but 
Plattsmouth was no worse than other towns. Prohibi- 
tion in 1917 closed the saloons for a time. 

By 1900 Plattsmouth realized it was to be a small 
town but a good small town. The romantic pioneer 
days were ended and new features began to appear, 
new broad highways and two motor bridges now span 
the Platte and the Missouri rivers. 


* * & & 


Building at left is now the location of the Lions Clup 
Community building. This fine auditorium is located 
on the top floor of this structure, and bas a fine large 
meeting room and stage, combined with a well equip- 
ped kitchen. Since its completion it has been the site 
of numerous banquets and civic activities. It was built 
by the club to provide a place for the youth of the 
community to have a place for recreational activities, 
and for civic functions. The men pictured, along with 
other club and civic leaders, worked hard for the 
completion of this project. 


... the guiding light 


The very first sermon in Cass County to be given 
was done so in 1854 by Abraham Towner at the home 
of Thomas Ashley. The first preachers came in as 
traveling missionaries not waiting even until the Ter- 
ritory was. declared open by the Secretary of War 
but came into Cass County, made their own private 
treaty with the Indians, whereby they were able to 
stake out claims prior to actual settlement. Abraham 
Towner also performed the first marriage in 1854 of 
Elza Martin and Sarah Morris. This was recorded by 
Register of Deeds in 1856, had no register of deeds 
at the time in 1854. 


The United Brethren came first in 1854 by Rev. 
Swain 2 miles south of Plattsmouth. He held classes 
called McNurlin, Mt. Hope, Cottonwood, Rock Bluff. 
These classes all came together under one pastoral 
charge becoming the first United Brethren in Ne- 
braska. They held services in a log school house until 
1871 when Liberty Chapel was dedicated. In 1877 
Bishop Wilbur Wright of Ohio, father of the famous 
Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, presided at the 
annual conference. This church was moved to Mynard 
in 1920. 


The First Baptist church was organized Oct. 17, 
1856 with 19 members and was held in a school build- 
ing erected on Gospel Hill at 9th and Main St., costing 
$1800. Rev. Elias Gibbs was the first pastor. Several 
families moved away so they were forced to disband 
in 1883 and the German Presbyterians remodeled the 
building and used it until 1910. This German Pres- 
byterian church had been instituted on Sept. 10, 1876 
under a Mr. Swartz and had worshipped in a German 
school house in the northwest part of Plattsmouth. 
They bought the property in 1883 and kept it until 
1910 when the members affiliated with the First Pres- 
byterian church and with St. Paul’s. 


First Methodist church was orgenized on June 29, 
1857, with 20 members by Rev. Hiram Burch, Pastor. 
Although the first work had been done by circuit 
riders (First quarterly conference for Plattsmouth 
Mission Circuit held at 8 mile grove in 1860) they 
first met between 3 and 4th on Main St., but erected 
a commodious church in 1869 on the west side of 6th 
between Main and Pearl, now Farley’s Furniture 
store. In 1881 records show 159 members. Sunday 
school attendance was 200 under W. H. Newell. 


nS 


... the Methodist church 


This church became a part of Lincoln District Con- 
ference in 1874. In 1903, the present brick building 
was built at 7th and Main. Some of the bricks used 
were taken from the tracks of Plattsmouth Streetcar 


Co. Some of the rafters came from West Oak Presby- 
terian church. 

Due to the efforts of Mrs. Clara Wescott many in- 
teresting church records were kept, including original 
minute book of quarterly conference meeting of 1860 
to 1863. 


... first Presbyterian church 


In 1938 a Hammond Electric Organ was presented 
to the church by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pfieffer of New 
York City, quite different from the early pump organ. 
First organist had been Frank Schlatter of the Cath- 
colic church. He first played at Morning Mass and 
later in the morning played for Methodist services. 


First Presbyterian church was instituted in May 
1858 tnrough the efforts of Rev. John Hughes, a 
missionary from Iowa. First services were held in a 
school house on Marble St., between 11 and 12, with 
16 members. Several ministers followed, (about 5) 
and in 1875 Rev. W. T. Baird received the Plattsmouth 
charge and remained in that capacity until 1905. He 
was Stated Clerk of Presbytery of Missouri River 
which included all of Nebraska and Southwest Iowa 
until 1873 when it became Presby of Nebraska City. 
Mr. Baird also served as Stated Clerk of Nebraska 
Synod. A fine brick building was erected on Main 
St. at 6th, with 28 foot front, depth of 60 ft., costing 
$3,000 and seating capacity of 300 people. At that 
time membership stood at 90 with a Sunday School 
of 176 under Thomas Pollock. In 1889 the present 
church was erected on S. 7th at a cost of $17,012. In 
1928 it was redecorated, refloored; new light fixtures 
and kitchen equipment were installed. In 1935 the 
tower was struck by lightning and a year to the day 
later there was a bad fire making it necessary to re- 
build Bee redecorate, getting new organ, pews, car- 
pet, etc. 


West Oak Presbyterian church which was mentioned 
before was west of Plattsmouth, north of cemetery 
in Ballon’s addition or Mercerville. The town had been 
platted occasioned by the power plant for the street 
car line and a factory also for the manufacturing 
of incandescent light bulbs. This section boomed for 
awhile so in 1889 trustees were elected and a good 
frame building erected for a church building. But 
when the streetcar line dissolved the church lapsed 
yeaa! say part of the building was removed by 
stealth. 


... the guiding light 25 
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THE SERVICE STATIONS 


OF PLATTSMOUTH EXTEND 


Centennial Congratulations 


Cloidt Service 
305 Main Chevron Gas Phone 38211 


* 


Ed and Bud Texaco 


Chicago & 8th Ave. Phone 4102 
24 hr. Service 


Gerbeling’s Standard Station 


647 Ave. A Phone 6119 


* 


Huebner’s 66” Service Station 
310 Chicago Ave. Phone 212 


Ofe Oil Co. 


7 & Ist Ave. 


Mobilgas 


* 


Phone 275 


Shellenbarger’s Sinclair 


546 Ave. A 


Service 


x 


Phone 273 


Wall’s Conoco Station 


148 N. 6th 


* 


Phone 261 


Standard Service Station 


Chicago & 10th 


Phone 214 
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_.. filling stations’ congratulations 


The Christian church was organized in May 1858 
by Thomas Todd, an elder, and met in various homes. 
In 1874 they bought their present location at Locust 
and 8th St. at a cost of $700 and had a membershiv 
of 64. This building had belonged to the Congrega- 
tionalists who had organized in 1870 with 5 members. 
Emerson Eaton, Mrs. Mable Cummins’ grandfather, 
gave the lots for this church and Coil. Doane who 
also built Doane College built the church free of 
debt. Mr. Eaton, who was a druggist and had musical 
instruments, clocks and jewelry, gave a clock and an 
ere to the church. The church was disbanded in 

St. Luke’s Episcopal church was organized on Aug. 
3, 1860 in the old Masonic building and under Bishop 
Talbot. First regular supply pastor was Rev. Hagor 
organizing under the name of St. John’s in 1864. A 
Mrs. Edmund Murray Young of New York City wanted 
to give money for a church in memory of her husband 
so letters were written telling the need for a church 
and read at Old Calvary church in New York. Mrs. 
Young evidently liked one of the letters written so 
she gave $11,000 for the building of this present 


... St. Luke’s Episcopal church 


church stipulating that it be called St. Luke’s. First 
services were held in the beautiful gothic structure, 
May 12, 1867. In 1865 a parsonage was built. 

St. John’s Catholic church first met in 1860 in a 
small building on the south side of town, later pur- 
chased by Charlie Petersen for his home. In 1872 with 
Father Bahol in command a new more commodius 
church building was erected on Oak near 5th St. 
There were 430 members in 1881. A Parochial school 
was erected in 1881 at a cost of $3,000. So many Bo- 
hemian people were employed in the Burlington shops 
and they wanted a church and service of their own. 
So in 1890 they had their first resident priest. Rev. 
Kontak with a church on West Pearl. In 1929, the 
parish numbered 70 families. 

With the large German population in and around 
Plattsmouth ’twas only natural to want a. German 
church. 2 or 3 missionaries of the Evangelical church 
conducted services but it was definitely organized 
in 1893 with 40 members under Rev. Benedict Schori. 
It was first called St. John’s but changed to St. Paul’s 
upon adoption of a constitution on April 30, 1895 
under Rev. Freund. First Board of Trustees were 
Lehnhoff, Henry Martens and Ernest Ploeger. A print 
shop was torn down to build this present church. Ar- 
chitect was Gustav Hoffman who said flying but- 
tresses were not needed to brace a roof. To prove this 
he built a model of the proposed church and they let 
him go ahead. He was successful and it has never 


... St. John’s Catholic church 


been necessary to install extra bracing. The building 
was dedicated Nov. 21, 1897. On July 30, 1939, the 
coagregation adopted a new constitution and by-laws 
changing the name to Evangelical and Reformed 
church. 

There were other church oranizations which were 
founded in Plattsmouth but existed only a _ short 
period: South Side Park Baptist in 1890, had con- 
structed a huge tabernacle 30x30 feet, with sawdust 
floor and plank benches. There was also a Swedish 
church, a Mt. Olive Colored Baptist church in 1880 
west of football field on West Oak and a German 
Methodist where the Christian Science church is now. 
This church was disbanded in 1909 and Christian 
Science bought it. In 1939 records of Christian Science 
church show a membership of 23 with a Sunday 
School also maintained. 

One other church with interesting beginnings, is 
that of the Christ Lutheran on the Louisville road, 
about 12 miles out. This church was regularly begun 
in 1881 and the church building built in 1890. The 
services were held in German. The Bell was poured 
and cast on the grounds, the only bell so made in 
Cass county to our knowledge. 

The Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, Christian, 
St. John’s, Holy Rosary, and St. Paul’s had their 
very early beginnings and have stayed constantly 
with us as symbols of the first aims and aspirations 
of the human heart. 


... St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed church 


... the guiding light 27 
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Thanks, People of Cass County for Your 
Loyal Support anda Special Greeting 
to Plattsmouth Upon Her Centen- 


nial Anniversary: Let's Make 


the Next 100 Years Even 
Better 


W. F. NOLTE, Commissioner Ist District 

R. E. NOLTE, Commissioner 2nd District 

HERMAN L. BORNEMEIER, Commissioner 3rd District 
CORETTA PFANN, County Assistance Director 

W. J. B. McDONALD, County Clerk 

ERNEST GILES, County Assessor 

C. E. LEDGWAY, Clerk of the District Court 

LUCILLE HORN GAINES, Register of Deeds 

M. N. TUCKER, County Treasurer 

L. A. BEHRENDS, County Superintendent of Schools 
RICHARD PECK, County Attorney 

GLEN JOHNSON, Cty. Surveyor—Hiway Commissioner 
TOM SOLOMON, County Sheriff 
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. county employees’ congratulations 


... sustaining programs 


Plattsmouth’s first school was taught by Miss Ward, 
in winter of 1856-57 on “Gospel Hill’? on Marble St. 
between 10th and 11th. 

In the summer of 1857 Miss Mary Stocking taught 
a subscription or tuition school in one room of F. M. 
Young’s home, on west Oak St., the first hewed log 
house in this neighborhood. 

These two schools were small, with only six or 
seven scholars each. 

The first regular school was taught by Mrs. J. P. 
Gorrelie, beginning in June, 1857 in a small frame 
house, 12 by 24, owned by Joseph Harper, located on 
east side of Sixth St. between Main and lst Ave. This 
was supported by public funds. The enrollment totaled 
about a hundred pupils and the salary of the teachers 
ranged from $15 to $20 per month. 

In 1860 there were 2 schools in session with an en- 
rollment of 214 and the Territorial Commissioner of 
Education reported to the legislature that “Cass 
County has the most perfect school organization in 
the Territory.”’ The curriculum included the follow- 
ing subjects: Declamation, Arithmetic, Penmanship, 
Reading, Psychology and the Alphabet. 

By 1867 a high school was needed badly, and the 
Territorial Legislature authorized the Plattsmouth 
City Council to raise funds for its construction. The 
Council decided to issue bonds to the amount of $2,000, 
but could not without a vote of the people. The first 
Board of Education was elected. G. H. Black, C. H. 
Parmele, P. P. Gass, L. H. Miller, Wm. Lazenby and 
James O'Neill. 

This board established the tuition as follows; Com- 
mon branches, $7.00; Algebra, $7.00; Latin, $8.00. 

In 1870 the Board of. Education planned three new 
buildings to meet the need of the town’s 7 to 8 hun- 
dred pupils. Approval of the City Council was given 
to a school in first ward and its construction was 
begun. 


. in this large building erected in 1873 
the first three floors were the grades and the top 
floor was the high school. 


About the same time, Plattsmouth Business College 
was opened, Dec. 1, 1870 in a building one door east of 
the Cass County Court House. This was a privately 
owned school which conducted ‘Afternoon classes 
exclusively for the ladies.”’ 


Another private school opened in 1870 and later 
became the first public high school. It was opened in 
St. Luke’s Church building by Mr. Adolphus D’Alle- 
mond, and in 2 months the enrollment totaled 50 
students. Mr. D’Allemond added another teacher, a 
piano, and made plans to purchase a building. 

Meanwhile the Board of Education was having 
trouble with its plans for a ‘city high school. A bond 
election to float bonds for $25,000 was set for August, 
1871. The Nebraska Herald, the city newspaper at 
that time, urged the election, pointed out that Platts- 
mouth is today behind any other town of.its size in 
the state and it is absolutely necessary to have a high 
school building. “Every citizen of the city will blush 
if Plattsmouth votes down this school.” 

But the election was lost. The Herald lamented 
bitterly, “We are in the rear of all the large towns 
in the state. Even Ashland is ahead of us.” 

In July, 1872, the high school bonds carried by a 
vote of 193 to 5i. Building operations went forward 
immediately. 

In 1873, Mr. M. B. Reese was hired as the first sup- 
erintendent at $100 a month. Mr. D’Allemond was 
engaged to take charge of the new high school. Until 
the new building was finished, a rented building on 
Chicago Ave. housed the school. 

From the Plattsmouth City Directory, 1881, “Public 
Schools.” “The system of public instruction of Platts- 
mouth is very complete and of a high grade. Every 
department is complete. The grades are as near per- 
fect as it is possible to make them. Each room is well 
supplied with maps, globes, charts and apparatus 
adapted to its grade. The high school department is 
of a superior grade. This department has perhaps the 
best and most complete set of philosophic, scientific 
and mathematical apparatus in the state, so that 
every means for fully illustrating each subject, there- 
by making it plain, easy and attractive to the student, 
is made use of. The sciences are all taught with as 
good advantages to students as are afforded at our 
best colleges. This high school has furnished a large 
number of good and successful teachers. 

The high school building is one of the best in the 
state; besides this building there are three brick ward 
houses. The following school statistics were obtained 
from the Secretary of the Board of Education. 

Number of teachers employed: 11 

Number of children of school age: 1267 

Number of children enrolled: 812” 

Before 1882, no formal graduating exercises were 
held in Plattsmouth High Shool. There were “Promo- 
tional Exercises’ in which all pupils took part. These 
included elaborate programs with lengthy declama- 
tions, tableaux, musical numbers. Each graduate was 
required to give an oration. Some titles were “Life 


... note changed appearance of Central building 
after fourth story was removed and bricks used to 
build high school at lower left. 
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and It’s Mysteries,’ “Rome Was Not Built In A Day,” 
“The Heirs of the Ages” and “Is The Mind of Woman 
Inferior to the Mind of Man?” 


The Class of 1882, first to receive diplomas, was 
composed ot Jessie Wiles, Marshall Wiles and Frank 
Wheeler. Because of a severe smallpox epidemic, the 
graduating exercises were not held. 


... graduating class of 1883 


Back row: R. R. Livingston, Jr., T. H. Pollock 
C. Watt Halmes 


Front row: Evelyn Wise, Alice Jean, Laura Overlander, 
Anna Livingston 


The four story grade and high school sustained 
sufficient damage in the earthquake of "77 that the 
fourth floor or the high school portion of the Central 
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A Century Has Passed . . . 


Congratulations! 


Come in and reminisce with us— 
We enjoy talking of the past or the future 


AND 


WE LIKE TO TRADE 


Chas. Vallery Implement Co. 
ALLIS CHALMERS 
KELLY RYAN 


A Large Stock of Repairs And Parts 


Phone 
3134 


125 South 5th Plattsmouth 
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30 ...sustaining programs 


Building was removed and a one story building was 
constructed on the corner of the lot in 1900. This 
building was used for 19 or 20 years, until the con- 
construction of the new high school in 1919. This little 
one floor building and the old three-story Central 
School were torn down in 1943 when the present new 
Central grade school was constructed. 


In 1952 it became apparent that the schools of 
Plattsmouth were no longer adequate to serve the 
need of our rapidly expanding community and a sur- 
vey was made to determine the extent of the building 
program required. It was found that three new schools 
would have to be constructed for grade students, and 
that an addition to the high school was necessary. 
It was decided to build two new five room grade 
schools, at Wintersteen and Columbian, and a three 
room school at the old first ward site. The high school 
addition was to house the vocational wgriculture, the 
home economics and music department, plus a com- 
bination gymnasium and auditorium. The taxpayers 
were asked to vote for a $450,000.00 building program, 
and on September 30, 1952, the bond issue carried. 


In the fall of 1953 the grade schools were ready for 
use, and in the early part of 1954, the high school 
addition was completed. This progressive action by 
the citizens has given Plattsmouth one of the finest 
school building systems in Nebraska. 


* e K 


Teachers salaries in early times were $1.25 per month 
per pupil, plus boarding a week at a time at pupil’s 
homes. - 
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As early as 1854 there was semi-monthly packet ser- 
vice tween Bellevue to St. Joseph with stops at Platts- 
mouth, Nebraska City and Brownville. By 1856 there 
were four different packet lines operating between 
Council Bluffs and St. Louis and 13 packet boats ad- 
vertising passengers and freight rates. 
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Farmer's State Bank 


“Safety Plus Good Service” 
1915-1954 
AVOCA, NEBR. 


ELMER HALLSTROM, President 
L. E. WULF, Vice President 
ROBERT HALLSTROM, Cashier 
OSCAR ZIMMER, Director 


Our Sincere Congratulations to 
Plattsmouth, a friendly city, on 
her 100th birthday. 
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... sustaining programs 
. music in Plattsmouth 


The first singing school on record in Cass county 
was held just west of Plattsmouth in the winter of 
1857 by Charles West in a little log building. 


Early school records show no music was taught for- 
mally but there was always singing. The Plattsmouth 
B & M Railroad Band became quite famous. The rail- 
road furnished a coach for them to travel in and took 
them as far as Denver for special concerts. They play- 
ed at all celebrations‘and on various other occasions. 


In 1870’s the band gave concerts 9n Main street, 
stopping at each intersection. The Carryalls would 
start from the livery barn carrying the band. Mr. John 
Bajeck decided to settle here because of the band. 
Four members of this band still reside here, Mr. Bajeck, 
Mr. Demmie Hiatt, and two others. 


Through the years Plattsmouth has had several 
bands, and band leaders, one of whom, Ed Schuloff, 
is well remembered.. 


The Bohemian Band made a name for itseif, too, 
playing for dances. There was a Mandolin Club and 
an Accordion Club. 


Plattsmouth had a great deal of musical and theat- 
rical talent. Many excellent operettas and home talent 
plays were produced during the ’80’s and ’90’s. 


The Parmele Theatre ranked with the best in the 
country and outstanding stage productions made one 
night stands here as they traveled from Omaha to 
~ Lincoln. The New York Symphony Orchestra played 
here and many famous singers and musicians gave 
concerts here. 


There were three halls at one time—Waterman Op- 
era House, which was destroyed by fire in 1893, Fitz- 
gerald’s Hall (now Ruse Bldg.) and Rockwood Halli. 
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Happy 100th Anniversary! 


from 


YOUR SKELGAS DEALER 


W. A. Swatek Hdwe. 


1915-1954 
FARM SEEDS 
APPLIANCES 

SPORTING GOODS 


Phone 5119 433 Main Plattsmouth 
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Many homes had reed organs, used mostly for ac- 
companiments and some had pianos. 


Today we have the Plattsmouth high school band 
under the direction of Melvin McKenney, which has 
for several years ranked first in their class as march- 
ing and concert band. In their beautiful blue and 
gray uniforms they are called upon (as were the bands 
of the early times) to help neighboring communities 
with their various celebrations, to liven up the foot- 
ball season and for band concerts during the summer 
months. 

* ke *k & 


... public library 


The forerunner of the present Public Library goes 
back to the organization of a “Literary Circle” in 1857. 
The work of the present public library dates from the 
organization of the Young Ladies Reading Room As- 
sociation, at first called the Young Ladies Social Tem- 
perance, on February 25, 1885, at the home of Miss 
Kay Cranmer. At the second meeting, the name was 
changed, and a room was rented over the Matthew 
Hardware Store, as a permanent meeting place. 


Between 1893 and 1900, various locations were oc- 
cupied by the Library, and Mrs. C. H. Parmele then 
donated a building site opposite the present Carnegie 
Library. The gift started a movement of popular do- 
nation to a building project in both cash and material. 
James Robertson gave the sand; T. E. Parmele the 
brick; A. W. Atwood the paint; F. G. Fricke the glass. 
A reception marked the opening on January 1, 1901, 
and the library started off the new century with 2,000 
volumes and 800 subscribers. This building served the 
city as a library until 1916, when a modern Carnegie 
library was built on a lot directly across the street 
from the old building at the corner of 4th and Avenue 
A. The present Carnegie library was dedicated in 1916. 
Andrew Carnegie donated $12,500 providing the city 
would appropriate $1,250.00 annually. 
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WOSTER 
SHOE STORE 


The Shoe Center of Cass County 


PLATTSMOUTH 


Phone 3176 Shoe Repair 
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WELCOME | 


All Centennial Visitors 
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.. Sustaining programs 31 


The library is tax supported and is free to all resi- 
dent of Plattsmouth. It is managed by a Library Board 
appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City 
Council. 


Miss Verna Leonard is librarian, with Mrs. Golda 
Wiles, assistant librarian. They succeed Miss Olive 
Jones, who served as librarian for 55 years. 


The highest yearly circulation exceeded 52,000 and 
the Plattsmouth Library has the distinction of having 
the largest circulation per capita of any library in the 
United States. 


. newspapers 


The first newspaper founded in Plattsmouth was 
the Jeffersonian, established in 1857 by Jeffries and 
Ingalls. Next came the Cass County Sentinel by Harold 
E. Giles, also in 1857. These were followed by The 
Piatte Valley Herald, Alfred Townsend, °58; Demo- 
cratic Times, Joseph I. Early, 1859; Nebraska Herald, 
H. D. Hathaway, 1865; Cass County Democrat, Fox and 
Fullilove, 1870; Nebraska Watchman, M. MacDonough, 
1870; The Deutsche Wacht, J. B. Peiper, 1875; Cass 
County Chronical, M. L. Thomas, 1877; Cass County 
Enterprise, H. M. Bushnell, 1879; Plattsmouth Cour- 
ant, Crites and Wentworth, 1880; Plattsmouth Advo- 
cate, Watson and Cary, 1882; Morning Mail, 1885; Cass 
County Independent, M. L. Thomas, 1891; Saturday 
Mirror, Geo. Mann, 1891; and the Plattsmouth News, 
1892, also by Geo. Mann. 


Most of these newspapers lasted only a year or two 
and were purchased or given to the Herald or the 
Journal. The Herald was purchased by The Journal 
in 1909, and with the exception of the Cass County 
Echo, a weekly publjshed from 1943 until 1946, has 
been the only paper in Plattsmouth. Published for a 
number of years as a daily, it is at the present time 
published as a semi-weekly newspaper. 
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Your Authorized Pontiac Dealer 


SALES © PARTS & SERVICE 
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General Repairs on Ali Makes 


CARS & TRUCKS 


Wrecks Rebuilt Auto Painting 


Front End Alignment 


Minor Pontiac 


Herb Minor “Bert” Pollock 


Phone 255 625 Ave. A 
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... sustaining programs 


.. . Nebraska Masonic Home 


The Nebraska Masonic Home was located in Platts- 
mouth, June 22, 1903. The original home was the old 
Jacob Vallery home. A large brick home, later owned 
by F. E. White and sold to the Masonic Lodge for the 
home. 

The Home grounds now comprise approximately 
forty acres—all beautifully landscaped and planted, 
not only with numerous varieties of native trees and 
shrubs, but also with many foreign species. 

The buildings located on the Masonic Home grounds 
consist of the original Home building, an annex to the 
north with broad verandas or sun porches at each 
floor level; a modern, well equipped infirmary build- 
ing, boiler house and home for the fireman, and sup- 
erintendent’s home. 

Two new wings added to the infirmary building 
completed in 1953 can accommodate 106 residents, 
comprised of 53 rooms, with bathroom facilities. At 
each end of the corridor is a solarium, equipped with 
writing desk, card table, library, comfortable chairs 
and TV sets. 

The third floor is the hospital or infirmary. First 
and second floors are for ambulatory residents. The 
ground floor has a modern kitchen with all conven- 
iences, including storage refrigerators and deep freeze. 
A large beautiful dining room, where six are seated at 
each table, each table has a hostess, and meals are 
served family style. 

Also on the first floor is a large assembly room 
equipped with large studio couches, TV chairs and 
TV set. In the center of the room is a large planter. 
The foyer at the entrance contains the Memory Book 
and has two large murals by Sirio Tonelli of Omaha. 

The offices are on the ground floor, also a large, 
beautiful chapel with an electric organ and stained 
glass windows. The cost of th two wings and furnish- 
ing were approximately $600,000.00. The residents were 
rey ee a the new building for occupancy on April 
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Insurance 


Farm Management 
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AGENT: 
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska 
Capital Mutual 


New England (Hail) 


* 


Paul E. Fauquet 


339 Main Phone 6113 Plattsmouth 


SO EE) |) A) | ED) |) Ee) eee > 


> 0 1 0 0 1) 1) AO) A SP) A OEE A 0) EE EE EE (ES () AD () EE 0 ED ( 


e 


1 5 NED) DE EE ERD) SD A ) ED () AI 


> 
i 


... sound effects 


. volunteer fire department 


The volunteer fire department on record, known as 
the “Union Fire Company” grew out of a movement 
inaugurated February 8, 1873, its first officers being 
elected on February 22, as follows: President, J. A. 
MacMurphy; secretary, A. D’Allemand; treasurer, E. 
Newman; foreman, R. R. Livingston; assistants, Joseph 
Connor and Frank Stadter. 


The company did good work for several years, when 
it went out of existence through lack of public support. 
On February 11, 1880, the ‘“Plattsmouth Fire Depart- 
ment’’ was organized with fifty members, thirty-five 
of these being active and fifteen honorary. The of- 
ficers were: President, J. V. Weckbach; vice president, 
J. M. Schnellbacher. secretary, Charles J. Pettee; 
treasurer, F. R. Guthmann; chief engineer, F. E. 
White; assistant engineers, A. E. Ashley and C. 
Koehnke. The department, at a meeting held in Janu- 
ary, 1882, made arrangements for the purchase of a 
Babcock chemical engine, the municipality and the 
public being appealed to for the requisite funds. It 
was well provided with ladders and other apparatus 
necessary to the control of fire, and did very efficient 
service during the time it was in use. 


However, we have in our possession a very old 
manuscript, writer unknown, which describes the 
“Babcock” and the events concerned with it as follows: 


“There sat as chief ruler for many years, Robert, 
surnamed Livingston, and great deeds were acccomp- 
lished during his reign. For a WAY exceeding broad 
and straight called the Avenue, was made, and truly 
the people, both the tillers of the soil abroad in the 
land, and the peuple of the city rejoiced greatly here- 
at, but much treasure was spent there upon. 
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As Now re Tomorrow 
Pharmacy has a great 


record in Plattsmouth’s 
100 years of progress 


We pledge our untiring services to 
our community and its people — 


When in Plattsmouth 
You are always welcome 
at our Store. 


Feldhousen Drugs 


Fred J. Feldhoysen Ph. G. 
322 Main Phone 6117 
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“Also, by reason of the fear and the dread that the 
habjtations of the dwellers of the city might be con- 
sumed by fire, the chief ruler and his wise men took 
consel and gent afar off and bought a mighty ma- 
chine called “Babcock,” beautiful to behold, the work 
of cunning workmen and with many curious devices 
thereupon; and they made ready a place and they 
appointed a guard to keep it safely. And lo! once a cry 
arose of fire upon a high mountain far to the south, 
and the keepers hurried forth with “Babcock” and it 
was beautiful to look upon for it shone as the sun in 
its strength. But the fire was naught and the mighty 
machine was hastily returned to its place and was 
seen no more to this day, but much treasure was spent 
thereupon.” 


This high mountain that the good “Historian” refers 
to could have been any of the streets, south of town, 
south 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th, because earlier in the 
manuscript he refers to high school hill as a high 
mountain. 


“And it came to pass in the reign of Marquis, who 

was also called White. It came in the minds of the 
people to build a school house, goodly and fair to be 
seen and they went up a high mountain, and there 
they builded, and truly it was fair to look upon, but 
the children did groan by reason of the great labor 
of climbing the high mountain.” 


The present Plattsmouth fire department is one of 
the best in the state. Carl J. Schneider is president, 
Ray Wiysel is the chief. The equipment is excellent 
and the department is staffed by very abl citizns. 
there were 112 listings in the Plattsmouth directory, 
1909. The system was improved by digging four to five 
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At one time Oreapolis looked more promising than 
Plattsmouth. There were better buildings and a two 
story brick academy. Several of Oreapolis houses were 
later moved to Plattsmouth. 


o,@ 


00 0D 0) ED ED) ED (ED () ED () ED () ED () EP () GD () ED) GD (0) GD () <DD>) GD () aD () ( : “s 


@ Curtains 


Dial 
230 


@ Bonded Cold Storage for Furs 


@ Drapes 
@ Blankets 
@ Rugs 


Congratulations Plattsmouth 
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CLEANERS & LAUNDERERS 


429 Main Plattsmouth 
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... kass kounty king korn karnival 


Unique and outstanding—those two words epitomize 
this annual Korn Festival which has become, not 
merely a merry-go-round show, but an institution in 
Cass county. 

This Karnival is unique in that it is an all out-door 
affair, except the Korn exhibits and all absolutely free. 
It is outstanding because of the large crowds attend- 
ing, not only from Cass county, but surrounding ter- 
ritory. The three-day show consists of parades, pag- 
eants, exhibits, contests and stunts of various kinds— 
all home made and put on by local people. One of the 
highlights is the crowning of a King and Queen of 
Kornland, whose identity is unknown until they start 
down the great whiteway to the throne on Main street. 
Each King and Queen reign for one year. 

Started in 1932 the annual event was sponsored and 
officered by the Business Men’s Ad Club; but on Aug- 
ust 30, 1944 a permanent organization was formed 
known as the Kuss Kounty King Korn Klub—a con- 
stitution was adopted and articles of incorporation 
filed with the Secretary of State so that now it is an 
independent, going institution. The present officers 
are: N. W. McKee, president; Joe Zastera, vice presi- 
dent; Harold Lebens, secretary and Orville Neilsen, 
treasurer. 

The Centennial celebration of 1954 is under the 
auspices of this organization. 


... first telephone exchange 


In 1879 Omaha’s first telephone exchange was or- 
ganized and opened, and in the same year the tele- 
phone was brought to Plattsmouth. The first long 
distance connection between*the two towns was es- 
tablished. The Bell exchange at Plattsmouth was never 
organized and incorporated but apparently, like Topsy, 
“just grew up.” Plattsmouth was included as a unit 
of the Nebraska Telephone Company in 1882 when that 
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company was formed. In 1889, ten years after its birth, 
there wwere 112 listings in the Plattsmouth directory, 
all of them being city subscribers. 

In 1898 T. H. Pollock organized the Independent 
Telephone company in Plattsmouth getting 125 sub- 
scribers immediately. With the help of Mr. Balz Mei- 
singer he contacted some farmers and signed many 
for rural phones. Stock sold easily and »roved to be an 
excellent investment paying 10 percent dividend. 

The Independent Company grew and prospered and 
in 1908 it listed 1,460 city and 1,294 rural telephones. 
The company also held franchises in all the towns in 
the county and Lincoln, plus every office in the Union 
Stock Yards Exchange Building, in South Omaha. 

In 1912 the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph com- 
pany purchased the stock of both Plattsmouth com- 
panies and consolidated the exchanges. The building 
of the Independent Company was used for the com- 
bined exchanges until the present new telephone 
building on Main between 6th and 7th was erected and 
the system changed over to dial operation in 1947. 
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... the Plattsmouth water company 


The Plattsmcuth Water Company was built in 
1885-’86 by eastern capital, Mr. H. M. Plummer, of 
Rochester, New Hampshire was president for many 
years until succeeded by the Wests. Mr. Frank Cour- 
sey, an easterner,, was the first superintendent, fol- 
lowed by T. H. Pollock, who held the position until 
1909. He improved the system, digging four to five 
deep wells out east of the pump house and thus get- 
ting away from using the river water. The mains were 
extended and many more homes put in city water. 

A succession of superintendents followed until 1939 
when T. H. Pollock again agreed to act as superintend- 
ent until arrangements could be completed and the 
Plattsmouth Water Company sold to the city. 

The city purchased the water plant May, 1943 and 
since that time Robert Cappell has been manager. 
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Congratulations 


Wee Wardrobe 


Cass County’s Children’s Store 
HELEN EITING 


425 Main Phone 3181 
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Hallstrom & Son 


Insure In Sure Insurance 
Phone 901 
AVOCA, NEBRASKA 
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... Social Workers Flower Club 


A group of neighbor women met at the home of 
Mrs. Peter Mumm one winter afternoon and while 
quilting, Mrs. Mary Taylor suggested forming a club 
in order to systematically help others and sponsor 
good fellowship among neighbors. 


These ten women met again March 19, 1914 at Mrs. 
Taylor’s and organized. Of those charter members, 
only Mrs. Nettie Smith Daly and Mrs. Ed Beins re- 
main. Mrs. Sam Gilmour joined the first year and 
-has been a member the longest time. 


TIO LIRR 22 


From “timid’’ beginnings the club members did 
their best to cheer the downhearted, help in illness 
or any other emergency. During the lst World War 
they made comfort kits for all boys enlisting from the 
community and helped with Red Cross work. Over the 
years over 200 women have belonged to this club. Mrs. 
Ralph Doud is the present president. 


*% OF Mk 


. .. Maple Grove Extension Club 


This club was first organized June 9, 1914 as a girls 
project for Summer Vacation and called Maple Grove 
Country Club, Then L. R. Snipes, first county agent 
and Mrs. Ida Berger, nee Wilkins brought Extension 
Work to the club in April 1918 at which time the 
hess was changed. They became federated in the 
ate °20’s. 


The club has a variety of achievements to their 
credit including a Historical Pagaent arranged by Mrs. 
Carl Balfour; Missionary Talk by Miss Lottie Shot- 
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well; Negro Minstrel; Red Cross work; talks by E. A. 
Kirkpatrick, Ernest Pollard and Andrew Sturm and 
many picnics. 


Many of the club members are descended from early 
settlers of the Nehawka area aid can tell interesting 
stories of these times. 


... Fairview Women’s Club 


The Fairview Farm Bureau Club of Elmwood was 
organized in 1921 with their first projects the con- 
struction of the now famous dress forms and millin- 
ery lessons. 


There were 21 charter members. The first president 
was Mrs. Skyle Miller, Sr., and she serves in that 
capacity again at this time. 


Mrs. Howard Capwell and Mrs. Bullock were the 
first project leaders. Mrs. Capwell was at one time 
elected State Homemaker. Later the club’s name was 
changed to the Fairview Women’s Club. 


In the early days when muddy roads were a com-. 


“mon problein, Will Strabel, husband of the president, 


collected all the members in his Ford truck and took 
them to the hostesses home and then back to their 


own homes again. ‘4492456 


. . - Opportunity Club 


The Opportunity Club was organized in 1924 under the 
name of the Cascade Club. The purpose was to help 
the members become better h»memakers. The well 
remembered ‘dress forms’’ were their first project to 
help them with their sewing “so that they could ap- 
pear in the latest styles.” 


As the women “outgrew” the forms many were dis- 
posed of but Mrs. Ray Norris garbed hers in a dress 
and sunbonnet and used it as a scarecrow causing 
passers-by some concern ‘about the woman who stay- 
ed in the same place.” 
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Hotel Coffee Shop 


STEAKS---SEA FOOD---FRIED CHICKEN 
— SPECIAL SUNDAY DINNERS — 


Anniversary Wishes 


BOYD and EDITH LYTLE 
104 N. 6th Phone 5258 
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... Goldenrod Study Club of Mvnard 


The Golden Rod Study Club of Mynard was organ- 
ized first as the Willing Workers bt changed to the 
present name in 1924, at Mrs. Ralph Wiles sugges- 
tion, when the hostess, De Ella Venner, had a large 
bowl of golden rod on the table at that meeting. Mrs. 
Nelson Berger, nee Wilkins, helped to organize the 
club. Early projects were the ‘never to be forgotten’ 
dress forms and sewing lessons. 


The present program includes topics of the day 
and some of suggested Extension Dept. lessons. 

The club was instrumental in getting the coopera- 
tion of the men of the U. B. Church to form the My- 
nard Community Club. The club sponsored bazaars, 
suppers, plays, “The Old Family Album” for one, ice 
cream socials to help finance the remodeling of E. 
U. B. basement to be used by the community club. 
This was finished in 1927, and the community club 
was organized that fall. The Golden Rod Study Club 
joined the Federated Women’s Clubs in 1927. 

The club has always contributed to the Red Cross 
and other Health Funds and emergency need and has 
been a real force in the Mynard community cooperat- 
ing in King Korn Karnival parades and other com- 
munity projects. 
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When you see this 
Honored and Respected Crest 


YOU KNOW YOU CAN BE ASSURED 
OF THE UTMOST IN INTEGRITY 
Always a Safe Place 


To Buy Your Transportation 


NEW FORD CARS AND TRUCKS, 
USED CARS, TRUCKS, ALL MAKES, 
COMPLETE MOTOR SERVICE, 
BODY AND FENDER SHOP 


Plattsmouth Motors 


Your Friendly Ford Dealers 
B. H. G. Eiting C. C. Girardot 
8th & Washington Ave. Phone 287 
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... Merry Workers Club 


The club was organized at the home of Mrs. Guy 
Kiser, west of Mynard to study the Extension Dept. 
lessons and other homemaking projects. They affili- 


ated with Federated Womne’s Clubs in 1930 and cele- 
brated their 25th anniversary in 1948. 


*& * & 


Pork, lyed corn and navy beans were chief staples 
served on river boats — simple fare but what they 
lacked in quality was made up in quantity. 

* ££ * OF 


Immigrant fare from New York to Plattsmouth by 
rail and stage coach was $26.00 in 1865-70. 


* * * * 


A good stone mason was paid $1.00 a day when 
Plattsmouth was young. 
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BILL'S 
PEST CONTROL 


Years of Experience 
Guaranteed 100% Kill 


Free Inspection 


Dial 7142. 


BILL SPRADLIN 
601 N. 9th Plattsmouth 
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... hearth and home 


... Fairview Women’s Club of Plattsmouth 


The Plattsmouth Fairview Women’s Club was or- 
ganized in September 1925 at the Fairview school 
house and included only the women in that school 
district. First called Fairview Women’s Club but later 
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added Plattsmouth to distinguish it from the Elmwood 
Club of the same name. 


The purpose of the club has been to study the Ex- 
tension lessons and foster socialibility and good will. 
First president was Mrs. Fritz Kaffenberger, the pres- 
ent one is Mrs. Enno Ahrens. 


* * & Ff 


... Mixit Extension Club 


The Mixit Extension Club was so named as the 
membership came partly from the Sunny Side Club 
and the Triangle Club. Their purpose was to foster 
educationai projects and socialibility. They joined the 
Federated Women’s Clubs in 1948. 


In 1950 the Club honored five of their members 
who had been in extension work 25 years. They were 
Mrs. Lena Schlichtemeier, Mrs. Frank Dill, Mrs. Ed- 
ward Marler, Mrs. Dale Topliff and Mrs. Frank Hogue. 
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SINCE 1933 
Farley Furniture Store | 
NEW and USED FURNITURE | 
i We Give § & H Green Stamps ~ 
| Phone 260 Plattsmouth 
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... Social Circle Club of Lewiston 


The Social Circle Club of Lewiston community was 
organized “to stimulate intellectual, moral and social 
advancement of its members and the community.” 
Extension work was taken up in October 1926 when 
Mrs. Nelson Berger, county home extension agent, 


helped them get organized. They joined the Federated 
Women’s Clubs in December, 1928. 


Some of the early members who are still active are: 
Mrs. S. Y. Smith, Mrs. Toney Klimm, Mrs. Lulu Wolfe, 
Mrs. John Hobscheidt, Miss Margaret Moore and Mrs. 
Earle Wolfe. 


* *F k & 


... Four-Square Extension Club 


The Four Square Extension Club was organized in 
September 1926 when 15 women of the Murdock Com- 
munity met at the home of Mrs. Henry A. Tool, Coun- 
ty Agent L. R. Snipes directed their planning. Mrs. 
L. Lawton was elected president; Mrs. M. Thimgan, 
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Congratulations Plattsmouth! 


Young or Old 


We Invite You 


IN 
CASS COUNTY 
TO SPEND YOUR VACATION 
WITH US 


AT 


SHADY GROVE 
RESORT 
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On Rush Lake 


Write for Folders and Reservations 


to 
GUS and IRENE WEISS 
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vice-president; Mrs. L. B. Gorthey, secretary-treas- 
urer; trainers, Mrs. H. A. Tool and Mrs. Nettie Brun- 
kow; publicity, Mrs. J. McHugh. For many years the 
club was affiliated with Federated Clubs, Women’s 
Council, Organized Agriculture and others. 


The membership increased to such an extent that 
this club was divided into 6 divisions, all in the vi- 
cinity of Murdock. The Four Squares have sponsored 
many important health and educational projects as 
well as an annual reception fer the teachers. 


..- The Jolly Fairlanders 


The Jolly Fairlanders of Ashland were first or- 
ganized under the name of the “Hungry Hustlers” in 
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Personal Attention — Thoughtful Service 
24-Hour Ambulance Service 


“No Distance Too Far’ 


Telephone 
4111 
Day--Night 


7th & Ave. B Plattsmouth 
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order to take advantage of the Extension Department 
Lessons. Later the name was changed. Only two of 
the charter members are enrolled at the present time. 
The club does much to foster good neighborliness 
with winter meetings for the women and their hus-~ 
bands and summer picnics and Christmas parties. 


kk * 


... The Cottage Homemakers 


The Cottage Homemakers of Elmwood were organ- 
ized April 27, 1928 at the home of Mrs. John Dankliff, 
taking their name from the Cottage Hill School in 
their vicinity. The club was formed so that the many 
young brides in that area could take the extension 
work. 


In April 1953, they celebrated their 25th anniversary 
by inviting all former members to meet with them 
at the home of Mrs. Herbert Oehlerking. 
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Happy Birthday! 


from 


R. V. Bryant Motor Co. 


== since 193. —— 


DODGE - PLYMOUTH 


@ Sales & Service of All Makes 
@ We Guarantee All Work 
@ Genuine MOPAR PARTS 
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... Pleasant View Women’s Club 


The Pleasant View Women’s Club was organized 
June 15, 1928 by Mr. L. R. Snipes, with 15 charter 
members who wished to take advantage of the ex- 
tension work and sponsor social activities. Through 
the years they have contributed generously to 3 fam- 
ilies whose homes were destroyed by fire, to the Red 
Cross, Cancer and Polio funds, Pennies for Friendship 
and other humanitarian causes — proving the club 
to be a real asset in their community. The club joined 
the Federated Women’s Clubs in 1936. Mrs. Vivian 
Boedeker is the only charter member in the club. She 
has been active from its inception and is now serving 
as secretary. The club is now called the “LCPV.” 


* * * * 


... “O” Street Homemakers Club 


In April 1930, the women living on or near the “O” 
St. Road in the Elmwood area, met to form an exten- 
sion club. The neighborhood included a good many 
new people and young brides who wanted to become 


Best Wishes to a Great City 
on its 


Centennial Anniversary 


from 

A YOUNG STORE WHERE YOU’LL ALWAYS 
find 

Country Fresh Dairy Foods 
Quality Meats 

Garden Fresh Vegetables 


Frozen Foods 
EVERY DAY LOW PRICES 


at 


Ruback Super Store 
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better informed and better acquainted so that they 
might be able to help one another when needed. 
Through the years more than 100 names have been 
on their membership list and all have enjoyed the 
friendly, helpful spirit engendered by the club. Mrs. 
Jesse Westlake is the only charter member remaining. 

They also have sponsored school nurse, school luncn 
at Eagle and faithfully support the drives for various 
health funds. Mrs. H. N. Erskine has had 4 exchange 
students in her home, 2 from Germany for 1 year, 1 
from Switzerland and one from Denmark for six 
week periods. Mrs. H. N. Erskine, Jr. is president; Mrs. 
Clinton Westlake, vice-president; Mrs. Jesse Westlake, 
secretary; Mrs. F'rank Froelich, treasurer. 


*x* * * 


... The Good Luck Club 


The Goog Luck Club of Ashland was called the 
Swastika Club when it was first organized in 1930. 
Six charter members are still on the rolls. Mrs. Fred 
Stock, Mrs. Robert Stock, Mrs. Will Stock, Mrs. Otto 
Kickwan, Mrs. Anna Zoz, Mrs. Dan Reber. 


* * * € 


... The Four Mile Club 


The Four Mile Club was organized under Mrs. Helen 
Gayer’s guidance, on Sept. 23, 1930 at the home of 
Mrs. Henry Nolting who became their first president. 
The name was chosen because most of the members 
lived near the Four Mile Creek. 

They have always been active in extension work, 
supported charitable and civic organizations and were 
very active in Red Cross work in World War II. 

The Club sent floats to many a King Korn Karnival 
and won a good many first prizes. Two sons of mem- 
bers have been K. K. K. Kings, Frederick Wehrbein 
and Donald Born. 
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Congratulations Plattsmouth 


from 


John and Verla Sattler 


Sattler Funeral Home 
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Serving Plattsmouth 
and Community Since 
1885 


24-Hour Service — Anywhere — Anytime 


Telephone 


3123 or 3154 


Plattsmouth, Nebraska 
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The club members and their families enjoy the an- 
nual Christmas party and the June picnic. This year 
their project has been “Naming our Farms.” 


There are 24 members at the present time, 10 of 
whom were charter members. Mrs. Earle Becker, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Sterling Ingwerson, vice-president; Mrs. 


George Stander, secretary - treasurer; Mrs. Ralph 
Wehrbein, song leader; Mrs. Hugh Stander, news 
reporter. 
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... Dutch Academy 


The Dutch Academy Club was formed August 11, 
1931 in order to study approved methods of home- 
making and to foster social activities among neigh- 
bors. They took the name of the school in their neigh- 
borhood for their club. They had hard time parties 
and gave plays. The members well remember the 
times that bad roads necessitated their riding in lum- 
ber wagons to get to the meetings. 
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W. T. GLEASON, District Manager 
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The present officers are: Mrs. Earl Puls, president; 


Mrs. Elmore Saltmarsh, vice-president; Mrs. Alma 


Heil, secretary; Mrs. Walter Salberg, treasurer. 
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As late as January 14, 1671, 50 immigrant wagons 
eager the Missouri on the Plattsmouth Ferry in one 
ay. 
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ENJOY SHOPPING IN OUR 
COMPLETELY MODERN STORE 
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SERVING THIS COMMUNITY 
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OESAC CEN TURY 
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... Jolly Workers Club 


The Jolly Workers Club was organized Oct. 13, 1933 
as a project and social club with 15 members. Miss 
Jessie Baldwin was organizer. The year of their rug 
project, the members decorated their K. K. K. float 


with their rugs and rug frames making a beautiful 
float. Mrs. Lester Meisinger is their vresident and 
Mrs. Ray Tschirren serves as secretary-treasurer. 
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... Camn Creek Club 


The Camp Creek Club was organized Sept. 21, 1936 
at the Turley Wall home to study the extension les- 
sons. They named their club after the creek and cem- 
etery in their community near Eagle. Their first pres- 
ident was Mrs. H. G. Fistler. They joined the Feder- 
ated Women’s Clubs in 1936. 

At various times the members made club tours to 
Lincoln and Omaha, visiting several points of interest. 
Their programs included serious project work with 
some of a lighter vein causing much hilarity. The 
club helped sponsor school lunch, diphtheria and tet- 
anus shots for the school children and other civic 
and health projects. 


... The Better Best Club 


The Better Best Club of Weeping Water was or- 
ganized on Dev. 12, 1935 as the Busy Bees to take ad- 
vantage of extension work. They joined the Federated 
Women’s Clubs Jan. 27, 1938. Any member wearing 
a silk dress to meetings was fined. The dues were 
five cents. 
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... The Country Club 


The Country Club was organized in 1944 in the 
Louisville area by a group of women who decided to 
take advantage of the extension work because of the 


useful information available through it. The annual 
Christmas party and July picnic for the members and 
their families are much enjoyed by all who participate. 


... MAO Extension Club 


The MAO (Mothers Afternoon Out) Extension Club 
of Weeping Water was organized in September 1951, 
so that the members, all of whom are young women, 
could have a club of their own and take the extension 
lessons. 
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..- Factoryville Project Club 


Factoryville Project Club was organized in 1944 by 
a group of rural women who had been members on 
the Large Union Extension Club which was started 
back in 1918. The name was appropriate as the new 
members were from the Factoryville District and 
two were descendents of pioneers of that early town. 


Their purpose was to carry on the work presented 
by the University of Nebraska State Extension De- 
partment. 

The Club was Federated from the beginning, meets 
the year round, achieves their goals, helps support 
the extra funds and has 16 members with an almost 
perfect attendance record. 
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... Friendship Circle Club 

The Friendship Circle Club organized in the fall of 
1940 at the home of Mrs. A. J. Leadabrand. The ob- 
ject of the organization was “To study and practice 
approved methods of Homemaking. and Community 
Betterment.”’ 

This first extension club in Greenwood started with 
5 members and had grown to 17 in number, of which 
6 are still active. 
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The present officers are Mrs. A. J. Leadabrand, 
president; Mrs. Esther Baller, vice-president; Mrs. 
Ethyl Van Landingham, secretary. 


* ek # * 
..- Corn Tassel Study Club 


The Corn Tassel Study Club was organized by the 
women in the Wabash area. They first called them- 
selves “The You Name It’’ Club. 

The group was formed in order to take the exten- 
sion work and to foster sociability in their commun- 
ity. Mrs. Lawrence Earls is the president. 

Some of the club members are descended from 
familes who came to Nebraska early as did the Nickel 
family in 1875 and the Creamers in 1884. 


*k ek Kk 
... Junior Fairlanders 


This club was formed Oct. 30, 1945 to include the 
younger women in the Ashland area. The Jolly Fair- 
landers, made up of the older women graciously 
helped them to organize. They chose as their purpose’ 
“To better ourselves; our homes; our family and our 
community.” 

The current officers are: Mrs. Howard Schmidt, 
president; Mrs. Leonard Roeber, vice-president; Mrs. 
Delbert Humston, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. Dewey 
Moore, news reporter. The club has 14 members. 


& & & 
... Friendly Neighbor Extension Club 


The Friendly Neighbors Extension Club of Ashland 
was organized in September 1950 to give the women 
in that area a chance to get better acquainted with 
their neighbors and to take advantage of the exten- 
sion work. 

The club is made up of young women,.every one of 
whom has had one or more children since the club 
was organized. 
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... Cullom Extension Club 


The Cullom Extension Club was organized at the 
Cullom School, Nov. 7, 1949 by a grouo of women who 
lived northwest of Plattsmouth. Their purpose was 
“to create interest among the women in eatension 
work, to improve community relationships and to 
enrich the members knowledge of home problems.”’ 


Mrs. Fred Wehrbein was the first president and 
continued in this office until this last year when the 
present officers were elected. Mrs. Marvin Petereit, 
president; Mrs. Leonard Stoehr, vice-president; Mrs. 


Stuart Meisinger, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. Victor 
Stoehr, news reporter. The club now has twenty mem- 
bers and supports community projects and contributes 
to the various health funds and Pennies for Friend- 
ship. 
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... The Kenosha Club 


The Kenosha Club was organized October 9, 1953 
for the purpose of taking the extension work. They 
became Federated in 1954. The original membershiv 
of 11 members has grown to 14. They hope through 
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44 ...hearth and home 


> 


their efforts to better the community in which they 
live. Though this 1s one of the younger clubs some of 
the members have many years of extension work 
behind them and most of them are desceaded from 
pioneer families. The site of historic old Kenosha is 
cn the Forrest Biel farm and the club name was 
chosen to indicate the locality. 


ke Kk 
... Happy Hour Extension Club 


fhe Happy Hour Extension Club was crganized by 
the women in the Cedar Creek area on February 11, 
1954. They now have 16 members whose purpose is 


“to promote Friendly relations in the community,” 
and to study the extension work. Mrs. Wilbur Hubbell 
is the president of this very new club. 


* KR 


... North Liberty Extension Club 


The North Liberty Extension Club of Union was 
organized by Mrs. Nels Thoren in September 1946 at 
the home of Mrs. Charles Swan. There were 10 charter 
members. Eula Wintermote was the home demon- 
stration agent. 

The Club has sent “CARE” packages, organized a 
Salvation Army Clothing drive and contributed to 
the various health funds. They have made several 
club tours and enjoyed their annual Christmas party 
and July picnic, which include their families. 


* & * & 


At the FIRST LEGISLATIVE SESSION the following 
are the FIRST ORDINANCES passed by the FIRST 
CITY COUNCIL: 

1. Levied tax of 1% percent on taxable property 

within city limits. 

2. Prohibited swine from running at large, stated 

fine of 25c cents per head for breaking law. 

3. One dog could be kept free of tax within city 

limits but $1.00 a head over that number. 

4. Fine of $5.00 to $50.00 for disturbing the peace and 

dignity of the town. 

5. Authorized construction of four bridges at desig- 


nated places. 
* ok * * 


BOHEMIAN BAND AND ORCHESTRA 

The Burlington Shops drew a large number of 
Czechs to the community and among them there was 
a good deal of musical talent. 

Under Cyril Janda’s direction a good band and or- 
chestra were ogganized. They played for picnics, cele- 
brations and dances. The T. A. M.’s (Twice A Month) 
Dancing Club, including many of the young couples 
of the late ’80’s, depended on the orchestra for their 
music. Old dance programs dated 1889 list the grand 
march, quadrille, waltz, lanciers, esmeralda, schot- 
tische, ripple, finger polka, galop, manitou, lacomas, 
Berlin waltz, gent’s choice. 


Enjoy That Centennial Toast to Plattsmouth 
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Earl and. Helen’s Bar... Corner Bar, Inc. 
516 Main 402 Main 
Ernie's Bar Phil's Tap Room 
141 So. 6th 110 So. 6th 

Marge and Elmer's Bar Fraternal Order of Eagles 

542 Main FS rSogoth 
Tim’s Tavern Nu-Way Lunch 

525 Main 602 Ave. A 
Welcome Inn George Conis 

401 Main 441 Main 

Herb’s Liquor Store 
115 No. 6th 
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... early pioneers 


... . Robert Ramsey Livingston 


In 1859, Dr. Robert Ramsey Livingston came to the 
frontier village of Plattsmouth to pratice his profes- 
sion as a doctor. He opened his office on Front Street. 
The town was at that time a little group of homes 
and stores clustered near the river, which then ran 
close to the foot of what is now Main Street. News 
and provisions vame via steamboat or wagon train. 


Dr. R. R. Livingston was a herald of mercy for miles 
around — making rides into the surrounding country 
on horseback. In 1861 when the war of the Rebellion 
opened — the guns that fired on Ft. Sumpter echoed 
around the world and the doctor heard the call, 
formed Co. “A” First Nebraska Volunteers and went 
in defense of the Union. 


After the War he returned to Plattsmouth and his 
profession As a private citizen he did much for this 
community. He was Mayor of Plattsmouth ’71-’72 and, 
as the City Council also served as the School Board, 
he was president of that body. He was chief of the 
fire department. 


In 1871 he was instrumental in inducing the B & M 
Railroad to run their lines through Plattsmouth and 
to establish shops here. He served for many years as 
chief of the medical department of the railroad.. He 
was one of the framers of the State Medical laws; 
president of the School of Medicine; Father of Game 
Laws of Nebraska, and served on the First State 
Board of Fish Commission. He was surveyor general 
of Nebraska, Colorado and Dakota. 


The highway from Plattsmouth to the Missouri 
river bridge known as Livingston Road was formally 
dedicated in honor of General Robert Ramsey Living- 
ston, pioneer, physician, soldier and statesman. 
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46 ... early pioneers 


... Francis Guthmann 


Francis Guthmann was born July 4, 1841 in Wald- 
hausn Duchy of Baden, Germany. In December, 1856 
accompanied by an older sister, he came to the United 
States, arriving in New York, February 9, 1857. They 
went to Davenport, Iowa where an older brother and 
sister had preceded them. Frank Guthmann immed- 
iately started to school to learn to read and write 
English. 


Two years later he and his brother, Charles, lured 
by the Pike’s Peak gold rush, joined a wagon party 
for the gold country. They crossed the river at Platts- 
mouth in 1859, then a small hamlet but which later 
became the home town of Mr. Guthmann. On arriv- 
ing at Fort Kearney, they met many discouraged and 
weary seekers of gold returning, their wagons no 
longer carrying the proud boast “Pike’s Peak or Bust”’ 
but the simple enlightening word “Busted.”’ 


The prairies at that time were alive with buffalo, 
antelope, deer and wild fowl, as well as savage In- 
dians. All these were an everlasting marvel to this 
young newcomer to the west. The hills were black with 
buffalo or the river bank full of the swimming ani- 
mals, cows with the little calves carried safely across 
the streams on their backs. The Indians doing war 
dances, for the Indians then resented the encroach- 
ment of the white man on their hunting grounds and 
their treatment by the whites. Though Frank Guth- 
mann crossed the prairies many times with wagon 
teams he was fortunate in that never was any attack 
made on the wagons he was traveling with. All his 
life he was glad he had never shot a buffalo nor killed 
an Indian. 


Returning from Ft. Kearney, he went to St. Louis 
and later to St. Joseph where he saw the first pony 
express cross the river, all be-ribboned and belled on 
their swift run to California. Bands played and it was 
a most gala event in St. Joseph. 
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In 1863 he went to Denver, leaving Denver in 1864 
with a six wagon party for part of Idaho now included 
in Montana. While traveling in the mountains they 
encountered such severe storms that at one time it 
took them five days to make seven miles. On arrival 
in Virginia City, May 15, they learned it had been re- 
ported that they had all perished in the mountains. 
He engaged in business for a while but returned to 
Plattsmouth again where he invested his. money. in 
real estate. In 1864 he built the west half of the three 
story building at 3rd and Main streets, the Masons 
built the east half. 


He made the trip again to Montana where he re- 
mained until 1868 when he returned to make Platts- 
mouth his permanent home. Frank Guthmann always 
took a deep interest in Plattsmouth and public af- 
fairs, serving the city where he could. He did much 
toward building up Plattsmouth, erected numerous 
buildings, among these three stores, two dwelling 
houses, and rental houses. Besides freighting, he did 
a pork packing business at the 3rd and Main store, 
at the same time he had a bakery shop, a grocery 
store, and a billiard hall. 


Anna Maria Pankratz was born in a log cabin built 
by her father in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, No- 
vember 15, 1860, her parents had come to the United 
States from Bavaria in 1853. In 1877 this beautiful 
young woman came to Nebraska to visit a sister living 
in Cass county. She came to visit but she stayed, be- 
coming the bride of Frank Guthmann, January 12, 
1878. They were united in marriage at the new St. 
John’s Catholic church, of which faith they both were 
life long members. 


She, too, was a true pioneer of the west with the 
gay, sturdy and wonderful spirjt that made the win- 
ning of the west possible. We humbly~ salute their 
deeds and their spirit, these thousands who gave us 
our great state and great country. 
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To Frank and Anna Guthmann were born four 
children, two boys and two girls. Frank Guthmann 
died in October 12, 1813, Anna Guthmann on August 
18, 1949. 


* * ok ob 
... Conrad Heisel 


Conrad Heisel came to America from Germany at 
18 years of age in 1854. As he knew only German he 
bought himself a German-English dictionary and a 
speller and a copy book and taught himself to read, 
speak and write English. He came to Plattsmouth in 
the spring of 1856 from Illinois where the dampness 
had not agreed with him. He built a small shack just 
east of where he later built his brick home, and where 
Miss Anna, his daughter, now lives. He also built the 
first two mills in town in 1856 and set up a saw mill 
and sawed cottonwood and walnut into lumber. His 
home was built of some of this very lumber, the cellar 
steps are walnut. 


Later, Mr. Heigel built a steam roller mill where 
Kent’s Station is now. Here, the farmers brought their 
grain to be ground into corn meal, flour, grits, etc. 
He did a large business, Heisel’s Best Flour was well 
known. 


The boiler exploded one busy day and Fred, the 
youngest child, who was playing too close was terribly 
scalded. His older brother, George, ran through the 
steam and grabbed Fred up and took him outside. Dr. 
Black cared for the little boy who survived with only 
a small scar on one foot. 


After one terrible blizzard Mr. Heisel waded out to 
the Platte bottom carrying his shovel and found, as 
he expected, the Stull homestead buried to the eaves 
in snow. He dug them out and terminated their isola- 
tion. One time Mrs. Heisel wrote a letter of recom- 
mendation to a Professor at Leland Stanford Univer- 
sity and received a reply, stating that her letter was 
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. early pioneers 47 


the most beautifully composed and written letter in 
German that he had ever seen, so perfect it looked 
engraved. 

At one time when times were bad, people became 
alarmed and went to draw their savings out of Tootle, 
Hanna and Clarke’s Bank. Mr. Heisel saw the trouble, 
hurried home for some cash he had there and when 
the crowd saw and heard him depositing his money, 
they dispersed, and so he averted a run on the bank. 

Mr. Heisel and his sons continued in the milling 
business for many years. The mill was a familiar land- 
mark until it was taken down in 1941 to make way 
for progress. 


. . . Heisel Mill 
located where Kents filling station now stands. 
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48 ... early pioneers 


... William Herold 


William Herold, one of the first merchants in Platts- 
mouth came from Germany in 1845 in an American 
bound vessel. They encountered severe storms at sea, 
the ship was blown away off course, provisions ran 
low as the journey was extended and the ship’s com- 
pany lived on rice and molasses the iast two weeks 
of the trip which took 60 days. After working in Illinois 
for two years he was hired to help drive a herd of 
cattle across the plains and mountains to California. 


They started from Independence, Missouri in the 
spring arriving in California in October. After a year 
or so he embarked by boat on the Nicaragua Route to 
New Orleans, up the Mississippi to Muscatine, Iowa 
and thence by stage to Council Bluffs. There he 
bought two yoke of oxen and pushed to Omaha where 
he plowed prairie at $8.00 per acre and came to Platts- 
mouth in 1855. He took up a claim near Louisville, 
returned to Glenwood where he opened a store. 


In 1857 he returned to Plattsmouth and established 
a branch store, later selling out at Glenwood and 
ereatly enlarging his store here. He continued in 
business for many years. His daughter, Dora, was Mrs. 
A. L. Tidds 


* ke * * 


... Ammi B. Todd 


Ammi B. ‘Todd came from near Spencer, Indiana, 
starting in April 1857 with two wagons two pajr of 
oxen, one team of horses and a carriage. He was ac- 
companied by his wife and four children. They tra- 
versed the state of Illinois, crossed the Mississippi at 
Fort Madison, crossed Iowa and the Missouri river at 
Plattsmouth. He paid $1.25 an acre for land four miles 
from the city and constructed a dugout which served 
a a home until fall when he erected a small frame 

ouse. 
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... early pioneers 


... Jacob Vallery, “Town Jake” 


When Jacob Vallery came to Plattsmouth in the 
winter of 1856 he went into partnership with a Mr. 
Slaughter — “Slaughter and Vallery” outfitted and 
stocked travelers going west by horse, wagon and 
stage coach. 

As there was little to offer in the way of housing, 
Mrs. Vallery remained in Glenwood for a time but 
became most anxious to join her husband. She hired 
a man to drive her across the river on the ice only 
to find it breaking up in a spring thaw. Determined 
to carry out her plan, she insisted that they take her 
over in a boat and with men poling the ice out. of 
their way, the hazardous journey was accomplished. 
Not long after, her first baby was born. She was 
named Charlotte and was the first girl child born 
in Plattsmouth. She grew up and became Mrs. Frank 
E. White (the eldest of 12 children). 

When Charlotte was a baby she caused a great deal 
of interest among the Indians. 

One day as Mrs. Vallery was hanging up clothes a 
squaw slipped around the house to where baby Char- 
lotte was lying in the shade on a bixnket. The squaw 
laid her papoose down on the coverlet and hurriedly 
made off with the white baby. Mrs. Vallery ran after 
her and insisted she come back with her baby. The 
squaw finally agreed to take her own papoose but 
not until she had Charlotte’s pretty little crocheted 
hood on her own black haired baby. 

Another time an Indian Chief walked into the Val- 
lery home, where the girl was ironing. Thinking he 
steen Hill, where the girl was ironing. Thinking he 
had come to harm her she struck him with the hot 
flat iron. He was greatly insulted and left for the 
river to get the rest of his trike to return with him 
to punish the Vallerys. 

After much confusion and excitement it was all 
straightened out. The Indian Chief had come to trade 
at Vallery’s store but had entered their home by 
mistake. . 
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... Miles Morgan 


Miles Morgan with his parents, 10 brothers and sis- 
ters and two brother-in-laws embarked on a flat boat 
in 1850 for the west. They floated down the Kanawha 
and Ohio rivers to Cincinnati and there took passage 
on the steamer “Belle of the West’. The first night 
on board the river boat caught fire and burned to the 
water’s edge with 60 of the 300 passengers losing their 
lives. The Morgan family all escaped and encamped on 
the river bank at Florence until another boat came 
along. Then they proceeded to Keokuk, Iowa. They 
went by team westward settling in Iowa. In 1860, Miles 
made the trip to Fike’s Peak by ox team in 45 days. He 
returned to Plattsmouth the same way. He and his 
brother went into business freighting across the plains 
to Denver. They carried flour and cora, receiving six 
cents a pound for the hauling. Later he operated the 
ferry at Plattsmouth and served the city in various 


offices. 
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...John Richardson 


John Richardson, originally from Maine and then 
Boston, came from Genesco, lowa in 1858. He had four 
yoke of oxen, {wo horses, two wagons and the family 
carriage. With his wife and children in the carriage 
and all their belongings packed in the wagons they 
made the trip in three weeks, encountering good 
weather and enjoying a pleasant trip. They settled 
near Eight Mile Grove. 


ke & OF 


In one of the first meetings of the Nebraska Legisla- 
ture. Plattsmouth was considered as the site for the 
State Capital. The motion was lost, because of a tie 
vote. 


... John W. Crabill 


John W. Crabill was a jeweler, watch maker and 
optometrist in Plattsmouth for half a hundred years. 
He was born in a log cabin at Superior, Nebraska in 
1873. He came to Flattsmouth as a small boy. 

The first and never forgotten love cf his life was 
railroading. His father, E. W. Crabill was a blacksmith 
in the Burlington shops. Young John hung around 
the shops, fascinated, until the superintendent im- 
patiently told him to “get out wnd stay out!” 

Thus frustrated, he turned to smaller wheels, went 
to watch making school and became on of the finest 
watch makers of the state. 

for most of his half century of business life he 
was located at 6th and main in the Fricke Building. 

For a short period, he and Dr. Ed. Cummins also 
orerated the first Ford agency in Plattsmouth. 

In later years as a hobby he returned to his first 
love, and became quite famous for his accurate work- 
ing models of Burlington locomotives. The C. B. & Q. 
has exhibited these little engines at many places over 
the country. 

Mr. Cabill passed away in 1949. His wife, the former 
Bertha Kennedy and his daughter, Mrs. Clement 
Woster still reside in Plattsmouth. 


* k & & 


... Fred Lehnoff 


Fred Lehnhoff left Milwaukee driving a four-horse 
team and wagon bound for Pike’s Peak. He took five 
weeks for this trip, crossing the Missouri river at 
Plattsmouth, May 8, 1859. Discouraged by returning 
prospectors, who had been unsuccessful, he changed 
his mind and returned to take up a claim in Cass 
county. In 1864 he moved into town and was active in 
various branches of business and was one of the prime 
promoters of the Plattsmouth Brick and Tile Mfg. 
Co. and served as manager. 


ee oR ok 


... John P. McPherson 


John P. McPherson came up the Missouri as a deck > 
hand and remained to become a pilot on various Mis- 
souri river steam boats, ferries and so on. He lived at 
Omaha, Nebraska City, and Plattsmouth. He served 
as pilot on the Vice President, the transfer boat for 
the B & M Railroad carrying merchandise and rail- 
road cars from Iowa to Nebraska across the river tak- 
ing as many as 300 railroad cars across in one day. He 
was one of the best known and most popular of the 


Missouri river pilots. 
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... Henry Howland __ 


Henry Howland started west from Philadelphia in 
1854 via rail to Alton, Illinois, then the terminus of 
the railway; from there he went by boat down the 
Mississippi river to St. Louis. Then he left by stage 
for Glenwood, Iowa, taking eight days and eight nights 
to make the journey. He worked there_three years and 
came to Plattsmouth on the ferry in 1857 to establish 


his wagon shop. 


... Charles W. Sherman 


In 1858 Charles W. Sherman walked in seven days 
from Knoxville, Iowa to Council Bluffs where he ap- 
prenticed to a printer and worked on the “Non Pariel.”’ 
Later he went to Omaha where he worked on the “Re- 
publican.” Mr. Sherman then came to Plattsmouth 
where on November 5, 1881 he established the Platts- 
mouth Journal and the Weekly Journal. 


* ke 
... Elias Sage 


Elias Sage came to Nebraska Territory in 1858 via 
the Illinois and Mississippi rivers to St. Louis and 
thence by steamer to St. Mary’s Iowa. He landed at 
Plattsmouth 21 days after leaving St. Louis. 
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... Golden Rod Study Club 


Jacob Vallery the son of Theobald Vallery, came to 
Cass county in 1856. He remembered when as a boy 
of 12 or 14 he was herding oxen and chopping wood 
for a fire. All of a sudden there was a war whoop and 
he was surrounded by Indians. He was scared but 
didn’t let on. It was a cold day and he had a bright 
knitted scarf tied around his neck which his mother 
knitted for him, after saving for weeks to buy the 
yarn. This cherished scarf caught the Indian’s eye 
and finally they took it from him and went away. 


Another time he was carrying mail horseback across 
the prairie. At noon he lay down for a nap and the 
next thing he knew he was awakened by a war-whoop 
and found himself being held up about 4 feet off the 
ground in the center of a group of Indians. Though 
they scared him with their yelling and muttering, 
they finally let him down with no harm done. 


One time the Indians came to the house and wanted 
to come in. The men were away so Mrs. Vallery quickly 
dotted her baby’s face with some red stuff and carried 
the cradle to the door — saying “smallpox, smallpox.” 
The Indians gave one look and all turned and ran 
away as fast as they could. 


When Jake Vallery was 18 he freighted to Denver. 
It took 6 months for the round trip. Later he drove 
a stage coach to Denver serving as the night driver. 
They had an agreement with friendly Indians to 
help guard the stage coach and as many as 12 of 
them would ride horseback as escort — often com- 
pletely out of sight. 


As Jacob grew older he became interested in a 
young lady. He purchased a side saddle and had one 
of the hired men wear a skirt and ride the horse to 
get him accustomed to women’s clothes so that when 
he went courting, the mount for his girl would not 
be frightened. 


Mr. Vallery earned his nicknarne of “Prairie Jake” 
because he plowed so much prairie. He had 10 plows 
and 10 head of oxen to each plow and did a good 
deal of custom plowing. 

* oe ok * 

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Gapen came to Cass county 
in 1856 and made the $1.25 entry fee on the 160 acres 
they wished to homestead. To fulfill the requirements 
quickly they set 4 posts in the ground for the corners 
of the house, laid some boards down for a floor and 
held a piece of glass up for a window. It. was neces- 
sary to have two witnesses, one cf whom was Sarah 
Eikenbary, sister of Mrs. Gapen. As soon as possible 
Mr. Gapen then built a substantial home. 


One time a neighbor asked Mrs. Gapen to come to 
her house and cook for some men. On arrival, Mrs. 
Gapen asked for supplies with which to prepare the 
meal the woman of the house answered, “Why, that 
is what you are here for, a woman told me you could 
get a good meal out of nothing.”’ 

* ok OR OX 

The Shadrach Cole family came to Cass county in 
1858. It was necessary to cross the Missouri on a ferry 
boat which was not large enough to take all of them 
at one crossing. There was quite a little confusion and 
when the ferry was about. in mid-stream, Mrs. Cole 
remembered she had left her little baby, (Mrs. Alva 
Venner on the wagon seat. She was very frightened 
but when she finally was returned to the east bank 
she found her baby still asleep where she had left her. 


Shadrach Cole was a lay preacher and often away 
from home. One time a large band of Indians camped 
about a quarter of a mile away across the valley. Mrs. 
Cole was much worried but the Indians did no harm 
beyond making a great deal of noise at night and 
keeping the children awake. 
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In pioneer days when there were no laid-out section 
lines, nor roads, Luke Wiles, Sr., lived in a log cabin 
114 miles suuthweést of Plattsmouth on what is now 
the farm where Chester Wiles lives, he being the fourth 
generation to occupy this farm. 


A cross-country roadway was traveled by the Pony 
Express, stage coaches and Indians passing near the 
log cabin, and one wintry day some Indians sought 
shelter from a snow storm. Luke Wiles, Sr., gave them 
food and lodging for the night, and when a little 
papoose began to cry, the squaw went to the door with 
it and tossed it out into a snow bank. Mr. Wiles spoke 
up harshly, and said to the Indian, “Squaw go get 


‘papoose, or squaw stay out—papoose stay in.” 


Consequently the squaw went outside and brought 
the papoose inside. The pvor little papoose never 
whimpered all night long after that. 


wy ok ok 


... Willam Gilmour 


William Gilmour was born September, 1838 at Or- 
chard Lake, Michigan. In 1853, at the age of 15, he 
with his parents, one brother and two sisters, came 
to Council Bluffs, Iowa, and in the fall of the same 
year to Bellevue, Nebraska. His father, William Gil- 
mour Sr., was president of the first Nebraska Claim 
Club, and traded with the Omaha Indians, for a tract 
of land, on, or near the present site of Fort Crook. 
His father was postmaster, and would send him with 
mail across the river, to the old Omaha Indian school, 
He was well acquainted with Logan Fontenelle, chief 
of the Omaha’s, and accompanied them on their 
regular buffalo hunts, and was present at Logan 
Fontenelle’s funeral in the 50’s. He freighted to Den- 
ver, making several trips across the plains, freighting 
food and supplies to the miners, at a time when it 
was a very hazardous undertaking, on account of In- 
dian uprisings. He helped haul sod for the government 
in building Old Fort Kearney, and was well acquainted 
with all the pioneers and freighters of that time, such 
of Steele & Johnson, Russell, Waddel, Moses Dodge, 
and James Porter and others. 


While returning on his last freighting trip from 
Denver to the Missouri river, the news was received 
that President Lincoln had called for volunteers to put 
down the rebellion; it caused great excitement among 
the little band of freighters, and some one of the 
bunch made the remark that he did not think that 
Old Abe would get any support from this bunch, when 
Mr. Gilmour spoke up and said, “Here is one, that is 
going to help.” He enlisted at Plattsmouth, Nebraska 
in Co. H, Second Nebraska Cavalry, under Captain 
Marshall, and served under General Sully, at the 
battle of White Stone Hills. 


Mr. Gilmour was a continuous resident of Nebraska 
since 1853, with the exception of the time he served 
in the Army. At the close of the war he was discharged 
at Fort Randall, and he, and five comrades, bought 
a light boat, and returned to Rock Bluff, by way of 
the Missouri river. It took them six weeks to make 
the trip. 


He served as deputy sheriff under Sheriff Mart 
Cutler of Cass county, and also under his successor, 
Sheriff Ruben Hyers. 


He was a charter member of the Masonic lodge at 
Rock Bluff. 


Mr. Gilmour was well acquainted with many of the 
early pioneers, such as French Louie, Peter A. Sarpy, 
Wheatly Mickelwaite. 


He was united in marriage to Miss Lucy Ellen Town- 
er at the residence in Plattsmouth of Judge S. M. 
Chapman, October 2, 1867, she being the daughter of 
Rev. Abraham Towner, who was one of the earliest 
settlers of Rock Bluff, Cass County, where the family 
of Rock Bluff, Cass County, where the family re- 
resided for many years. To Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Gilmour 
were born three sons and two daughters. 
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. .. Pioneer Days In Mynard Community 


One hundred years ago, in 1854, when Nebraska ter- 
ritory was open to settlement the pioneers found a 
much different country than it appears to this gen- 
eration. I have heard my father and uncles describe 
it and the following observations and incidents are 
quoted from memory: 


The rolling hills in this entire territory were cover- 
ed with prairie grass and there were no trees except 
a few willows, cottonwood or boxelder along the creeks, 
Cottonwood trees were abundant along the Missouri 
river and that is where the early settlers secured their 
logs for their first houses. Grandfather Joseph Cook 
and his two eldest sons hauled logs from the river to 
construct their first house a half mile west of the 
present village of Mynard. This was in the year 1856. 
Joshua Capen also hauled logs from the river and 
constructed a hoine for their family on the farm now 
owned by Harold Gregg. Neighbors usually went to- 
gether and helped each other with their building. 


At that time there were few laid out roads and most 
of the trails angled across the prairie irrespective of 
section lines. The low ground east of the present 
village of Mynard was a slough (pronounced “slew’’) 
where water stood in large pools the year round the 
the slough grass and cattails grew in profusion. Wild 
fowl, especially ducks, nested and reared their young 
during the summer months. This slough could not be 
crossed by teams and wagons without traveling up to 
a point near where Howard Wiles now lives. This made 
it very inconvenient for the settlers to communicate 
between neighbors so they decided to attempt to 
remedy the situation. Joshua Gapen, Nelson Jean, 
Shadrach Cole, my grandfather, and his brother, 
Braud Cole, who was one of the first settlers in this 
community, settling on the farm now owned by El- 
bert Wiles in 1854, banded together and with plows 
and shovels they opened a ditch up through the 
swampy land and got it to draining so that eventually 
they were able to construct a road across it on the 
section lines. 


The old settlers felt that they should have a school 
where their children could learn the three “R’s” and 
as this was before any school district had been laid 
out they decided to build a school house in the com- 
munity. The old settlers, referred to above, got to- 
gether and hauled the logs, hewed them to form, and 
built a log school house on ground donated by Braud 
Cole, on the northwest corner of his farm, now the 
site of District No. 3 school. Split logs with stakes in 
them for legs served as benches. The old settlers chip- 
ped in and hired Mr. Doud to teach the school for the 
winter months. Mr. Doud, who was known as a Yan- 
kee from New Jersey, was one of the early settlers in 
the community, settling on the farm now owned by 
Raymond Cock. This old log school house was used 
until it decayed to such an extent that it had to be 
abandoned and the present school house of- District 
No. 3 was built. I remember of my uncle telling how 
he used to sit in the old log school house and the 
southeast corner was rotted away so that he could sit 
on his bench and view the outside world. 


There were a few Indians around yet during the 
1860’s though they gave little trouble other than beg- 
ging for food and my grandmother Ccok has told me 
she had them come into the kitchen and take bread 
right out of the oven. Father told of a time when the 
Indians were camped on the hill east of their home, 
the present home of Richard Spangler. One of the 
bucks was shooting at a squirrel, laying his rifle over 
a wagon or cart wheel. As he pulled the trigger the 
rifle slipped and the bullet went through the thigh 
of one of the squaws. Grandmother Cole rendered first 
aid and apparently all was well.—Roy O. Cole. 


... James M. Patterson 


James M. Patterson with his wife and family left 
Pennsylvania in the spring of 1861. They traveled by 
boat, all the way with all their possessions and stock 
for the store he planned to set up in Rock Bluff, down 
the Ohio to St. Louis and up the Missouri to Rock 
Bluff. Their boat docked at King Hill March 14, ’61. 
Mr..Patterson with his brother Ambrose had a store 
and private bank. Much of his merchandise came by 
boat and many of the staples, such as brown and 
white sugar, flour and crackers, came in barrels. 

In 1864 Mr. Patterson went back to Pennsylvania 
and bought 3000 sheep and shipped them out to Ot- 
tumwa, the western end of the R. R. at that time. 
They were herded from there to the Missouri River, 
put across on the boats at Plattsmouth and driven 
on down to Rock Bluffs. This was the first large flock 
of sheep in Nebraska. Coyotes and wolves proved too 
serious a danger and after 3 years the experiment in 
wool and mutton was given up. 

In 1874 the Pattersons moved to Plattsmouth where 
Mr, Patterson helped organize the Bank of Cass Coun- 
ty. He served as cashier until his death in 1903. He 
served in both the Territorial and State Legislatures. 
Following are excerpts from his diary: 

March 1861: “The ‘Omaha’ came up and brought 


the rest of our goods. The ‘West Wind’ came up and 


brought our household goods, badly damaged and 
many of the apples stolen. Pike’s Peakers got loaded 
up and some started the next day.” 

July 1861: “Dr. Reed mowed a path to the store. 
The Pike’s Peak train started this morning. Jacob 
Hessong went for us, took 3500 pounds. Man killed 
by lightning on the Weeping Water. Lightning struck 
the Sans house injuring one of the children.” 

September 1861: “Went to convention at Eight Mile 
Grove to nominate county officials. Hessong got back 
from the Peak, brought us a cactus.” 

September 1874: “Ball game at Rock Bluff between 
Weeping Water and Rock Bluff. Score, Weeping Wa- 
ter 33, Rock Bluff 114.” 


® * ES * 


... Jeremiah Hutchinson 


Jeremiah Hutchinson settled near Rock Bluff in 
1854 and built his permanent home in 1867. Four 
generations of the family lived in that house before 
it passed out of the family anq it is still in use. 


* * * * 
... Hon. Isaac Wiles © 


Hon. Isaac Wiles was born in Henry County, Ind. 
October 5, 1830 and moved with his parents to Andrew 
County, Missouri in 1841, and remained there till 1852 
when he went to Colorado and was engaged in 
farming until 1855. He then came East again, and 
located in Mills County, Iowa for a short time. He 
came to Nebraska in 1856; located in Cass County 
near Plattsmouth and was engaged in conducting 
his farm until he enlisted in October, 1862, in the 
Second Nebraska Cavalry, having assisted in raising 
Co. H of that regiment. He was appointed First Lieut- 
enant of that Company November, 1862, and served 
in that capacity some fourteen months. Shortly af- 
terward, in recruiting men for the First Nebraska 
Militia, he was commissioned Captain of Co. B, in 
which position he served several months. Following 
the war Mr. Wiles returned to his farm, and conducted 
it until his death in 1920. He was a member of the 
First District School Board, and served three terms 
in the Nebraska Legislature previous to 1869. During 
his term of office, he suggested the state motto 
“Equality before the Law” which is the state motto 
yet today. He also was instrumental in drawing the 
State Seal, which is still used. He was elected Com- 
missioner of Cass County in 1869. Mr. Wiles was 
married in October 1856 to Nancy E. Linville and they 
had nine children. 
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... Stephen Wiles 


Stephen Wiles, farmer and stock-raiser, was born 
in Henry County, Ind. January 25, 1826. At the age of 
thirteen years, he moved with his parents to the state 
of Missouri and was engaged in farming there until 
October 1854 when he came to Nebraska and took up 
about two hundred and forty acres of land in Platts- 
mouth Precinct, and resided there until his death. 
He and his wife and 3 children came to Cass County 
from Booneville, Missouri in October 1854. A fourth 
child was born January 1855 and would have been 
the first white child born in Cass County had not 
Mrs. Wiles, fearing the wilderness of the new settle- 
ment, insisted on going over the river to Iowa for 
the event. Mr. Stephen Wiles served for many years 
on the District School Board and for several years 
was treasurer of it. He was married in Buchanan 
County, Missouri, January 13, 1848, to Catharine E. 
McCorkle, a native of that state, they had twelve 
children. A son, Joseph E. Wiles of Plattsmouth, is 
the only one of their family living at this time. He 

is 84 years old. 


* * +f * 


.,. Maple Grove, Nehawka Club 


Malcolm Pollard who enlisted in Vermont for ser- 
vice in the Civil War in 1864 came to Cass county and 
settled on a farm in 1867 for which he paid $8.00 an 
acre. 


Miss Ruth Bates came to Nebraska, crossing the 
Missouri river on a ferry and made her home at the 
R. O. Pollarg home until her marriage to Malcolm 
Pollard on October 18, 1880. They lived in a two-room 
house, raised three sons and two daughters. All the 
sons live on land bought by their parents. Mrs. Pol- 
lard is now 93 years old. 

ses oe kk * 

James Easter came from Ohio to Nebraska, a young 
man and herded cattle on the plains around Alliance 
and Ogallala before coming to Otoe county in 1870. 
Elizabeth Kamm came to Nebraska in 1868 and was 
married to James Easter March 11, 1886. They had 
seven children. 

* *e * * 

Silas Munn was born in 1869 and came with his 
parents to an Otoe county farm a year later. There 
he grew to manhood and when he married Miss Ida 
Hicks of Bedford, Icwa on October 25, 1896 he brought 
her home to this farm where they raised their family 
and lived until Mrs. Munn’s death in 1944. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Munn were very hospitable and 
were active in church, school and all community af- 
fairs. 

* oe KF 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Anderson came to America from 
Sweden in 1882 living at Louisville and Weeping Water 
before moving to a farm southwest of Nehawka where 
they raised a family of nine children. 

* * k 


Jacob Wessel came to Rock Bluff from Holstein, 
Germany in 1888. He married Hannah Doris Heesch 
in 1889. 

* * * & 

Gertrude Sheldon Wolph, a charter member of 
Maple Grove Extension Club, was born at Nehawka, 
July 7, 1861, daughter of Julia Ann Pollard and Law- 
son Sheldon, pioneers of Nebraska. 


She attended Nehawka schools, Nebraska Univer- 
sity, studied organ at Nebraska City and in Spring- 
field, Mass. She was married April 2, 1885 to Buceph- 
alus Wolph. son of Henry Wolph, who was one of the 
founders of Doane College. Bucephalus Wolph receiv- 
ed his A. B. degree from Doane in 1878 and taught 
school several years before their marriage. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wolph lived in the same community 
all their married life. “They established a home dedi- 
cated to love and service to each member of that home 
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and to the community. Their lives were spent in love 
and service—their faith was in God and friends—lives 
well spent—not lived in vain—for they live on in the 
hearts of friends and their influence has been far- 
reaching.” 
* * Re 

Mr. Fred L. Nutzman came to Nebraska in 1866 with 
his parents. The same year MIs. Nutzman, nee Mary 
Ann Gruber, came by boat to Old Wyoming and later 
to northeast of Nehawka. They were married in 1882. 


The Nutzman family settled on the farm still owned 
and occupied by Ned N. Nutzman, a great grandson 
of Pioneer Chris, father of Fred L. 

Fred earned his first money herding cattle on the 
prairie and at 17 started farming and feeding cattle 
which he continued to do for 58 years until his death. 


Mr. and Mrs. Nutzman traveled extensively, visiting 
Cuba, Mexico and Canada. They also attended every 
World’s Fair held in the United States during their 
life-time. 

* oe oe OF 

Ernest Ahrens was born March 24, 1863 in Lippe 
Detwald, Germany and came to Plattsmouth in 1887. 
After a year spent with his cousin, Wm. Puls, Sr., he 
went to Nehawka where he helped haul some of the 
lumber used to build the town. He married Anna Marie 
Schroeder, in 1892. They farmed in both Otoe and 
Cass counties. Mr. Ahrens celebrated his 91st birth- 
day March 24, 1954. 

* e * 

When 14 years old, James Stuart Rough came by 
train to the east side of the Missouri River which was 
ferried across to Nebraska City. He caught a ride part 
way with settlers going west then walked across the 
prairie to the home of his aunt, Margaret Deles Der- 
nier, where he lived the next 14 years. On the way he 
saw and adniired a cute little girl playing by her home. 
She was Frances Bates, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. 
W. Bates and she became Mrs. James Rough in 1891. 
They raised five children. In 1921 they moved to Ne- 
hawka where Mr. Rough managed the Farmers Grain 
Elevator until 1936. 


A great-granddaughter, Elizabeth Ross 
now lives on the old home place. 


* ke F * 


... Nehawka Mix-It Club 


Frederick William Schlichtemeier left Germany in 
May, 1855 at the age of 17 and came to Ohio. When 
he was 21 he came to Nebraska City from which place 
he made several trips with freight wagons to Fort 
Kearney. It was a hard, arduous life and he gave it up 
when he married Minnie Rughe and went to farming. 
In 1867 they purchased a farm northeast of Nehawka 
and for seven years lived in the log cabin on the place. 
Using oxen they plowed 40 acres south of the present 
home, set out many trees including 75 white pines. 
Only three pines lived and they are landmarks today. 


They cut and hewed out oak trees for feed troughs 
for the cattle. North of the house was a well cared for 
blue grass timber where camp meetings were held 
every summer. Visitors from east and west used to 
stop and fill their water cans and renew acquaintances. 


Each fall, Mr. Schlichtemeier drove the cattle from 
his far places to the home place for winter feeding. 
With a herd sire in each bunch, the ensuing “bull 
fights” were “colorful events’ and the air would be 
filled with dust. 


Their driving team would swim the streams as few 
bridges had been built at that time. Once in crossing 
the Weeping Water, the current was so strong it wash- 
ed his wife and baby out of the spring wagon into 
the stream. He managed to pull them back into the 
wagon but they had to return to the home of Lawson 
Sheldon, where they put the baby in a tub of warm 
water and dried their own garments—none the worse 
for the experience. 


Hansen, 
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. Four Mile Extension Club 


When Fred Kehne was 14 years old he came from 
Germany to Plattsmouth with his parents. He worked 
on farms as a boy. When he married Margaret Horn 
they started farming for themselves four miles west 
of Plattsmouth. After they moved to Plattsmouth his 
sons farmed the home place and for 77 years the land 
has remained in the family. 


ee & 


Frank Stander came from Germany to Milwaukee 
in 1857 at the age of 14. In 1860 he came to Louisville, 
married, and was the father of ten. boys and four 
girls. Three of their children are still living. Mrs. Will 
Cleghorn, 89 years, Will Stander of Orange. California, 
84 years, and Arthur Stander of Louisville, 75 years 
old. Hugh Sr. and Russell Stander are grandsons of 
this couple and Hugh Jr. of Stander Implement Co., 
Plattsmouth, a great grandson. 


Nebraska City was only a trading post when Frank 
Stander came to Nebraska and Mrs. Cleghorn remem- 
bers teaching for $16.00 a month and staying a week 
at a time at the pupils’ homes. 

ek Ok OF 


In 1850 Mr. and Mrs. Wilhelm Nolting and their two 
little girls came from Germany tc Wiscorsin where 
his wife died. He then married Wilhelmina Goldike in 
1854 and they came to Cass county in 1865 traveling 
in a covered wagon. They bought the Nolting farm 
five miles west of Plattsmouth, which had a small 
house on it. Only a little plowing had been done. Their 
five children were August, Fred, Mrs. Adam Kaffen- 
berger, Mrs. Henry Jasper and Mrs. Peter Halmes. 

* ok & & 

Fred and Margaret Wehrbein. parents of John Wehr- 
bein came from Germany with their varents when 
quite small. When they grew up and married they 
bought land from the Gorders and built a one-room 
house. While building it they lived with Gorders in 
their one-rcom house. 

The home now occupied by Frederick and June 
Wehrbein contains that original little dwelling. 

* ke ok 

Joe and Fannie Diet! Bierl came to Plattsmouth 
from Bavaria. Both came in 1909 but not at the same 
time. They were married in 1912 and after farming in 
Perkins county returned to Cass county where they 
have resided since. They retired in 1942 and their 
son, Frank, and their daughter, Sonvhia, and son-in- 
law, Henry Vinduska, farm their land. 

‘ ke & 


When Theodore Starkjohn was 15 he came with his 
parents to America on the steamshiv Borussia in 1868. 
They made the trip in 10 days. They came first to 
Weeping Water and a year later in 1869 settled on the 
farm now known as the “Starkjohn Home Place.” 
There was only a tiny frame house on the place and 
only 70 acres of prairie had been broken up. Indians 
often came asking for flour, coffee, sugar and dried 


beans, but always offered ‘to trade something for 


them. 


ee 
. Factoryville Club 


In the early days before the railroad, Factoryville 
was an important town located 18 miles- south of 
Plattsmouth and five miles west of Union on the 
south branch’ of the Weeping Water Creek. 


The first settler was George Hunt who crossed the 
Missouri in 1856 and erected a water powered mill on 
the Weeping Water. This mill was in operation for 
34. years. In: 1869 George Jennings came from Sarpy 
county and built a mill not far off. This he sold to 
John Dill. In 1880 Mr. Lawrence Miller bought it. Mr. 


Miller built a third mill costing $10,000.00. It had 
available for its use the heaviest waterpower in the 
county—35 horse power and a capacity of 25 barrels 
of flour a day. It had new burrs for grinding flour 
and a bolting machine to separate the ground wheat 
into flour. short and bran. One-eighth toll was the 
charge for grinding grain. 


At this time lots were sold and homes built. A city 
hall, blacksmith shop, six stores, a doctor’s office and 
schools, including a high school, made up the town 
with a population of 50. Mr. John Jennings was the 
first post master and Dr. Robert Bruce Wallace the 
first physician. 


When the Missouri Pacific railroad built a line from 
Nebraska City to Weeping Water the new towns of 
Nehawka and Union sprang up and Factoryville de- 
clined. The last mill was moved to Union where it was 
later destroyed by fire. The other buildings were 
moved to Union or torn down and Factoryville be- 


came a ghost town. 
* e k * 


. Kenosha Extension Club 


Kenosha vied at. one time with Plattsmouth and 
Rock Bluff for the railroad. A steel marker found on 
the farm where Forest Beil lives, and which is the 
site of old Kenosha, is said to have been placed there 
by the Burlington and Missouri railroad as the land- 
ing place yor the railroad, should they decide to cross 
the river at that point. 


Kenosha cemetery is located a quarter mile above 
the town site, near a historical marker, known as 
Flag Pole Point, which marks the landing place of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 1804. 


Many of the families around Kenosha trace their 
ancestry back to the earliest settlers in the area and 
today fourth generation young folks are farming the 
same land acquired by their great grandparents. 
Among these are: Robert Campbell on the T. L. Camp- 
bell homestead; Duane Sacks on the John and Delila 
Schwab farm which they purchased from the original 
homesteaders. Mrs. Shwab came to Nebraska from 
Pennsylvania in 1854. Forest Beil on the site of old 
Kenosha which was purchased from the Hagood fam- 
ily in 1891 who in turn had bought it from the Town 
Board of Kenosha in 1876. Many square nails and 
other remains testify to the fact that buildings long 
since gone once formed the town on that land. Mrs. 
Forest Beil’s great grandmother Hunt lived in the 
first house built in Weeping Water. 


ee R 


Mrs. Greeley Beil is a descendant of two pioneer 
families. Her grandfather, the late Z. W. Schrader of 
Nehawka came to Nebraska in 1869 and her grand- 
mother, Rachel Murray Schrader came up from Mis- 
souri when a child in 1854. 


These grandparents used to say that they started 
keeping house with a team and wagon, a small stove, 
a shuck tick for a bed, a large packing box for a table, 
and four smaller boxes for chairs. 


Mrs. Georgia Creamer, the eldest member of the 
Kenosha Club is a direct descendant of an early 
school teacher in Rock Bluff, Mr. George Schrader. 
When he married, he and his wife settled on a farm 
south of Rock Bluff which is still in the family. Mrs. 
Creamer recalls the Indians who used to rove the 
plains stopping at the school to beg food and frighten 
the children, but doing no harm. She remembers that 
fateful blizzard in the ’80’s and how her father came 
early for his children. in a sleigh and they got home 
safely, as well as the little ones he let out at their 
homes along the way. The other children and the 
teacher were caught at the school but by forming a 
chain of hands, managed to get to the nearest house 
where they were marooned for several days until 
their parents could get to them through the drifted 
snow. 
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... Camp Creek Club 


Information of the early days in the Eagle com- 
munity as related by the ancestors of Camp Creek 
Club members and handed down to the present gen- 
eration. 


Abiathar Tyson and family came from Canada in 
1848, to Cass County about 1865 via DeKalb County, 
Illinois and Nemaha County, Nebraska. Mr. Tyson 
broke prairie with a team of oxen. They had four 
successive crop failures but managed to survive the 
trouble though they had to live on buckwheat one 
winter. 


The Ed Williams family came to Cass County in 
1869 and built and lived in a sod house nine months. 
They hauled the lumber for their new home from 
Plattsmouth. They raised a few potatoes and straw- 
berries for market. They lost their two little children 
with diphtheria. 


Wm. Henry Cassel’s grandparents came to Nebraska 
City July 4, 1856 where they were welcomed by friend- 
ly Indians and were invited by Major Downs of Fort 
Kearney to take part in the 4th of July celebration. 
Nebraska City at that time consisted of a block house 
and two or three small stores and a ‘ew houses. The 
Cassels later settled near Elmwood. 


The Julius Sacks came in 1770-71 and their bio- 
graphy refers to the crop failures caused by grass- 
hoppers in 1874, hail in 1875 and drouth in 1876. 


The Harmon Froelich family came to Cass County 
in 1876 from Clinton, Illinois and lived with a family 
by the name of Wachter until they could build their 
own house, hauling the lumber from Lincoln. 


Charles Froelich remembers taking corn and wheat 
to the Waverly Mill to be ground into flour as this 
was their main food. He recalls that it snowed for 
three days and nights and that the snow drifted in 
their trees to a depth of 14 feet. The horses were 
sheltered in an old pole stable with a slough grass 
roof and when the storm was over they found them 
alive but crowded in the only remaining corner where 
they had tramped the snow down. The rest of the 
shed was full of snow. The younger boys used to herd 
cattle out on the plains, often several miles from 
home in order to find enough feed for them. 


Dave Forsyth gave the first plot of ground for the 
Eagle Cemetery, later land of Henry Snokes was added 
to it and in 1925 the Edward Williams family donated 
a new fence. 

John Quincy Adams and family moved to a farm 
near Plattsmouth in 1860. Later they moved to West- 
ern Nebraska, returning in 1880, they bought a farm 
34% miles west of Eagle. By that time the Ivanhoe 
School had been built on the 3 mile corner west of 
Eagle. Mr. Conrad Wetenkamp had a post office in 
his home a short way south of the school. 


He used to tell many interesting stories of how the 
men would get together and drive their ox teams and 
haul lumber from Nebraska City to Eagle for their 
new homes to replace the “soddies.” 


Elizabeth Adams, a daughter, taught the Ivanhoe 
School in °87-’88 and when the blizzard struck, her 
brother Walter came to the school and with a rope 
for all to hold onto, was able to follow the fence and 
thus led the remaining children and the teacher safe- 
ly to the Adams’ home. Some fathers who came there 
for their children had to remain overnight and wives 
and small children were left home alone without 
any way of knowing the plight of their loved ones. 

Frederick P. Stohlman was born in Germany in 
1832. He sailed for America in 1850. The journey took 
30 months. In a dense fog they rammed a Portugese 
vessel which sank with all aboard, their vessel was 
damaged and all had to bail water. 
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Kunnigunde nee Schoenemann was also born in 
Germany in 1838. She set sail for America in 1854. 
Her voyage also was a trying adventure. Due, no 
doubt, to poor food there was much illness aboard 
and 13 passengers died. She well remembered her 
cousin’s burial at sea, with her golden hair floating 
about her face as she was lowered into the ocean. 


In 1858 Mr. Stohlman came to Nebraska and home- 
steaded the land now belonging to August Stohlman 
Sr., then he retucned to Wisconsin with 6 ears of sod 
corn as proof of the fertility of the soil. He married 
Kunnigunde nee Schoenemann in ’59 and they started 
for Nebraska and the homestead in a covered wagon 
and her dowry, 2 cows, two hogs, several chickens 
and a dog. It was a hard trip — the oxen became 
warm in eastern Iowa and a settler whom they met 
helped them rig up another yoke and the cows helped 
pull the load the rest of the way. In Iowa all their 
possessions were soaked crossing a stream and a 
storm tore the wagon canvas and the little bride had 
to sew it together. May we honor the memory of our 
hardy pioneer ancestors and may we always appreci- 
ate the land and country which they helped to de- 
velop. 


Ape ae Cillem Extension Club 


George, Philip, Michael, Anton, Balz, and Anna 
Katherine Meisinger came to America from Hessen 
Darmstadt, Germany between 1840 and 1850 and 
settled near Pekin, Illinois. 


Of this family, George was the father of nine chil- 
dren, seven of whom are in thegroup photograph. 
(John and Eva were deceased when the picture was 
takn.) 


See photograph: Standing, George P., acob, Philip H.; 
Seated: Henry J., J. Balz, J. Michael, Conrad. 


John Michael Meisinger was one of the original 
seven Meisinger brothers who came to Cass county 
from Pekin, Illinois in 1872. He homesteaded west of 
Plattsmouth, building his home in ’72 and ’73. His 
grandson, Stuart Meisinger and family now farm the 
land and live in this house which has been added to 
in later years. The rocks for the house and barn came 
from the quarry on the place. 


The seven Meisinger brothers settled in the Eight 
Mile Grove community. One brother bought a section 
of land for $76.00 and this was divided among the 
different families living close by. 


Philip Meisinger was the father of seven children, 
John J., George, Peter, George A., Anna Eva, Anna 
Katherine and Elizabeth. The four sons came to Cass 
county in 1891, but the three girls married and re- 
mained in Illinois. 
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... Weeping Water Opportunity Club 


I remember when I used to help my folks make 
corn shuck mattresses. We took clean corn husks, 
stripping them in shreds to fill the ticks. These had 
to be renewed ever so often. 

We saved all our wood ashes placing them in the 
wooden ash hoppers. The rain would run through 
these and lye would trickle out. We used this with 
our own cracklings and other fat to make a good 
home made soap. 

Our annual task after threshing was to gather 
clean, bright straw which we spread on the floors 
under our rag carpets which were then retacked into 
place. This was a messy job which our brave mothers 
were most particular about. 


% % * * 


... North Liberty Extension Club 


Some of the North Liberty Extension Club members 
can claim as their parents or grandparents the fol- 
lowing early settlers who still live in or near Union. 

Mrs. Eva Becker born east of Union March 20, 1868, 
mother of Mrs. Otto Eihlers. 

Mrs. Myrtle Swan, born south of Plattsmouth Feb- 
ruary 25, 1867, is the mother of Mrs. Clifton Garrison 
and grandmother of Jane Swan Paasch and Dorothy 
Garrison Hoback. : 

Three other pioneer members of Union community 
are: James W. Pittman, born west of Union August 
3, 1870. Mrs. Emma Morton born May 21, 1865. John 
Eaton -born at Scotia, southeast of Union February 
26, 1870. 


... group of students 
in front of high school in early 90’s. 


. .. residence of Daniel Wheeler 
where present courthouse now stands. 


. .. first courthouse 


built at present site of 4th & main, this is the 

building that preceded the current structure, boy 

standing by door is believed to be John W. Crabill, 
father of Mrs. Clement T. Woster 


ek e & 


These three census figures are federal census: 
Census of 1890 listed at 9,000; census of 1880 listed at 
5,873; census off 1870 listed at 1,944; compared to 1860 
when Plattsmouth’s population was listed at 172. 


... Cass County Saddie Horse Association 
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_.. the oldest living native born to Cass Countians and still residing 


in Cass county 


Goln Christian Rauth 


John Christian Rauth, is believed to be the oldest 
living native born male Cass county resident. He was 
born May 9, 1863, on the farm now owned by Royal 
Smith, approximately five miles southwest of Platts- 
mouth. He was one of a family of nine. He attended 
“Tittle Brick” school, and recalls that in those days 
she school district could not afford desks but each 
pupil had to bring a bench from home. In the spring 
of the year, they could look out the school windows 
and see the covered wagons rolling slowly by, as the 
pioneers moved westward. A walking plow would be 
tied to the side of the wagon, a cow would be led 
behind, and the wagons were usually drawn by oxen. 


There was little time for entertainment, for the 
business of survival was a serious one, and the crop 
must be planted and tended for it was their only 
means of existence. But one day a year that was an- 
ticipated was the Fourth of July, when a trip to town 
for a big celebration was looked forward to by the 
whole family. The trip to town was made in a wagon, 
and they took sufficient feed for the team of horses. 
It was the duty of one of the children to sit in the 
wagon and keep the town cows from eating the feed 
out of the wagon. The cows in town ran loose, grazed 
and ate what they could find. When he was twelve 
John helped haul bricks from the brickyard_at Platts- 
mouth, to build the house which still stands, on the 
farm of Royal Smith. . 


The lot of the early farmer in this area was diffi- 
cult. One year they raised only barley, and threshed 
it by having a horse tramp it out on the threshing 
floor. That year they lived on barley bread. 


When he was fourteen vears oid he helped drive 
a herd of cattle from Plattsmouth to a ranch in west- 
ern Nebraska. In the early day it required 10 head of 
oxen to pull a breaking plow. The plow cut 28” of 
prairie sod. The sod could not be plowed later than 
the Fourth of July, because it would not decay suf- 
ficiently to be properly worked for a seedbed the fol- 
lowing spring. 


When asked what he considered the greatest hard- 
ship of the pioneer days, he decided it was losing a 
crop, by drought ur grasshoppers. He recalls grasshop- 
pers so thick that they would darken the sun, they 
would light on the fields lixe rain and in 24 hours 
they would strip the field and leave. Hail and crop 
insurance waS unknown and there were no relief 
agencies and the matter of providing food for the 
children was not to be reckoned with lightly. 


As for advice to those who will live in the future, 
he has this to offer; prosperity cannot last forever— 
put something aside for the rainy day — don’t try to 
a up with the Joneses — just try to keep them in 
sight. 


le 
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... Mrs. George Wiles, Sr. 


Mary Wiles, believed to be oldest native daughter 
was born May 22, 1862 on a farm two miles southeast 
of Murray in a log house. The house is still there, it 
was built in 1854. Her parents, W. M. Wiley and Emily 
Miller Wiley, from Virginia and Missouri respectively 
came to Rock Bluff in 1854. 


On June 6th, 1880, Mary was married to George 
Wiles, son of Stephen Wiles, also one of the earliest 
settlers, at Plattsmouth, Nevraska at the home of 
Captain Isaac Wiles. They started housekeeping two 
miles west of Plattsmouth but in March, {888 moved 
to a farm northeast of Weeping Water, where they 
lived until Sept., 1914, when they moved into the 
city of Weeping Water. 


To George and Mary Wiles were born 5 children, 
only one of whom is now living. “Aunt Mary” as she 
is affectionately called by many is grandmother to 
eleven grandchildren, has nineteen great grandchil- 
dren, and one great great grandchild. 


She attended school at the Lewiston 2 miles south- 
west of her home. She has lived in Cass county all of 
her life. 


She is still very active, takes care of her home, works 
in the yard, cans fruit and vegetables in season and 
enjoys life. 
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... Platte Valley House, 


early hotel located at 4th and Main where the old 
Journal building now stands. 


... editorially speaking 


Mrs. Virgil Perry Vernon L. Water 
Editor Editor 


= 
S 
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... errors of omission, typographical errors, misspel- 
lings and oversights will be rectified and acknow- 
ledged in the next centennial book to be published 
in the year 2054. please contact committee at that 


time. 
eastatrt 


Car! G. Chriswisser Joe York Henry A. Hughson 
Photography Advertising Illustrations 
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... signing off 
The Western Historical Co., “History of the State of Nebraska” 
| Johnson’s “History of Nebraska”’ 
Morton’s ‘‘History of Nebraska”’ 
“History of Cass and Otoe Counties” 
R. Foster Patterson, “‘Early History of Plattsmouth”’ 


... credit due 


Clubs of Cass County Ida Patton 
Alice Woster Nancy Perry 
Vivian Wehrbein Roy O. Cole 
Amelia Martens Ethel Spangler 
Emma Cappell John Vallery 
Clara Knorr Anna Heisel 
Minnie Guthmann Sam Gilmore 


and many descendants of eariy pioneers who recounted stories told 
them by their parents and grandparents. 


Ain View of lyri ee Nebiarha 
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